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BIRTHS, INFANT MORTALITY AND MATERNAL MORTALITY 
IN THE UNITED STATES—1944 


By Nancy J. BrompacueEr, Statistician, United Siates Public Health Service! 


Persistent reductions in the loss of life from causes associated with 
childbirth and infancy were apparent at the end of the third year of 
the country’s participation in the war. At the outbreak of the war, 
the dislocation of a large portion of the population, the increased 
strain upon housing, sanitary, and medical facilities, and the large 
number of women working led to the expectation of an increase in the 
infant and maternal mortality rates, or at best maintenance of the 
existing low rates. Contrary to these expectations, new low records 
for both the infant and maternal mortality rates were attained in 1944. 

The minima reached in 1944, however, were accompanied by a 
slowing of the downward trend of both the maternal mortality rate 
and the infant mortality rate. -This leveling off has been evident 
since 1942. It remains to be seen whether the downward trend will be 
accelerated with the return to normal peacetime conditions. 

The continuous upward trend of the birth rate which began in 1937 
was interrupted in 1944 with a decrease of 6 percent from the previous 
year. Perhaps this can be accounted for by the large proportion of the 
male population overseas. At this time it is not possible to determine 
whether this is the beginning of a long-time trend or merely a result 
of wartime conditions. It is of exceptional interest that in spite of the 
inadequacies of hospitalization and medical personnel the percentage 
of births in hospitals was at its highest in 1944. 

The loss of life associated with childbirth and early infancy is still 
too high despite continued reductions. A total of 192,991 deaths 
from maternal mortality, infant mortality and stillbirths was reported 
in 1944. This figure is an underestimate because of the known 
incompleteness of registration of stillbirths in some sections. 

The purpose of this paper is to present the statistics en births, 
infant mortality and maternal mortality for 1944. In addition, there 
is included a comparison of the data for part of the period of the 


' From the Field Studies Section, Tuberculosis Control Division. 
(1555) 
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country’s participation in the war (1942-44) with that of the two 
preceding periods: 1939-41 and 1936-38. At least the last 2 of the 3 
years immediately preceding 1939-41, the war period, are character- 
ized by extensive defense activities. These are contrasted with the 
3-year period 1936-38 which represents a comparatively normal 
period prior to the declaration of the war in Europe. All data has 
been furnished by the National Office of Vital Statistics. 


BIRTHS 


The number of live births registered in 1944 was 2,794,800 and the 
crude birth rate was 20.2 per 1,000 population, representing decreases 
of 4.8 and 6 percent respectively from the corresponding figures in 
1943 which were 2,934,860 and 21.5. Of the total births, 1,623,564 
(58.1 percent) occurred among residents of urban areas and the 
remaining 1,171,236 (41.9 percent) among residents of rural areas. 

Of the total number of infants born in 1944, 2,454,700 (87.8 per- 
cent) were white and 340,100 (12.2 percent)? were nonwhite. Com- 
parison with figures for 1943 shows that the decrease in the total 
number of births was due entirely to a decrease in the number of 
births of white infants, as there was no appreciable change in the 
number of births of nonwhite infants. 

Physicians attended 93.3 percent of the births; midwives and other 
nonmedical personnel the remainder. The proportion attended by 
nonmedical persons among the nonwhites was quite high (39.9 
percent) in comparison to the relatively low proportion of 2.1 percent 
for the whites. In the rural areas 12.7 percent of the births were 
attended by no medical person, contrasted with 2.4 percent in urban 
areas. 

In 1944, 75.6 percent of the births occurred in hospitals, representing 
an increase of 4.9 percent over the similar figures for 1943. Again, the 
percentage was higher for urban areas (89.1) than for rural areas 
(56.9) and for white infants (81) than for nonwhite infants (37). 

In the 9 years since 1935 (the first year of record) the proportion 
of births in hospitals has nearly doubled. The proportion of 
births attended by physicians has increased from 87.5 percent to 
93.3 percent and the proportion with no medical attendant has 
decreased from 12.5 to 6.7 percent. 

Table 1 shows the percentage of births attended by physicians and 
nonmedical persons in each State.* The percentage of births in 
hospitals ranged from 97.9 in Connecticut to 31.2 in Mississippi. 


More than 90 percent of the infants included in this group are Negro. The remainder consists of other 
racial groups such as Chinese, Japanese, Indians, and other nonwhite races. Mexicans arefincluded among 
the whites. 

3 The term “States” as used in this paper includes the District of Columbia, except as indicated. 
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0 Over 95 percent of the births in California, Massachusetts, Oregon, 
3 and Washington occurred in hospitals, contrasted with less than 40 
P= percent in Alabama and Kentucky. In general, the highest per- 
e centages of births in hospitals occurred in the West Coast States; 
ul the lowest in the Southern States. 

Ss 


TABLE 1.—Attendant at birth in each State, 1944 
(by place of residence) 





Percent attended by— 



































Number | 
e State R124 2 = Physician 
| 194 E- ea 
1S medical 
n | In save! iB In home person 
! 
4 ee ROS Pee RAN | 2, 794, 800 75.6 17.7 6.7 
e PE RE es ee 74, 415 39.3 35.8 24.9 
oe ie PTE A ATC IIE ba 2 8 PIN 14, 225 79.6 11.3 9.1 
Arkansas_. ion 41, 240 41.9 39. 2 18.9 
California---.-.-..--- 179, 123 95. 2 4.3 .5 
*- Colorado......-.-- “Eto ee vam ba. 23, 931 82.1 16.3 1.6 
Sere. NY RE EI RPE AEH ON 2 NE GS ss 34, 278 97.9 2.1 0 
l- Re CRE RE M8 5, 993 83.6 9.9 6.5 
District o of Columbia- -- ---- ' EE POS fe 15, 758 95.0 5.0 0 
i] (nea i AE NARA St AtenRCaR Me 48, 418 66.8 14.8 18.4 
+ eR nRNRRRNRIE Sut concésnektuneabeulpemeees 76, 540 50.7 24.2 25. 1 
yf i NS DCI ERR IN Rt 12, 241 92.3 7.6 1 
etntcosesa ion ‘ gies 142, 005 90.0 9.8 2 
e ae ~ 71, 354 80. 9 19.0 1 
Shae 46, 564 85.3 14.7 0 
tat lath aelerdinak oabiahebspeniiallia 34, 976 83.9 16.0 1 
Kentucky... abana : naw oontquaabiiipinans 64, 225 38. 6 51.1 10.3 
r Louisiana -- SAR S2% senna i 61, 050 61.7 15.6 22.7 
Maine. .......- ei neicaiailaliebedetutads 17, 762 81.2 18.2 .6 
4 SS SIAR, GRR AE a 43, 915 73.8 20. 6 5.6 
TE er RS aE PRALINE Td 78, 209 95.2 4.7 -1 
9 Michigan. __. 2 114, 700 88.2 11.6 2 
Minnesota. - --- 56, 113 90. 0 9.4 6 
t Mississippi. 56, 940 31.2 27.5 41.3 
RS TS I ne 67, 990 68. 5 29.0 5 
e Montana..-_--.- 10, 943 93.4 5.2 1.4 
Nebraska... .-- ie a PRE ERICA RA 24, 575 84.4 15. 5 1 
n Nevada... ol EE SEE TUS eS 3 028 94.6 4.2 1.2 
New Hampshire. saincioeadihaiat SEN. ve 8, 548 93. 2 6.8 0 
New Jersey - . kin SES saa 76, 265 92.5 6.2 1.3 
New Mexico. -..-.--- aT ; Oy) oe 15, 585 55.9 24.4 19.7 
g New York. PMS Sgt SAS 4 229, 534 95.0 4.4 6 
North Carolina. - psec NS. ce ee a 90, 629 51.1 32.4 16.5 
e North Dakots.. : , she - 5 13, 530 86. 2 12.7 1.1 
Ce aS MES PME EPS 133, 598 84.0 16.0 0 
Oklahoma....-.-- oFae iitvantineenn ee, 46, 725 68.1 28.4 3.5 
Oregon... CPS OES ag AE ee a sa 24, 150 96.8 2.9 3 
Pennsylvania a EE PAE oul Kngunatiie 178, 370 81.5 18.3 . 
Rhode Island. -_- SiS tice It 8 1 FR 13, 754 91.9 7.4 .7 
Dn South Carolina...............-- Seountiemiiainind A. 51, 467 41.2 24.4 34.4 
f I RCE RES 12,7 82. 2 15.3 2.5 
) | i SRE! ATES: HEE ao) a ate 68, 272 47.1 44.2 8.7 
Texas Te 1 File <a 165, 900 65.9 20.7 13.4 
0 J SCR OE 16, 180 90.3 9.5 2 
, CR aidiwndigssecteccunitupninntabatgnlonnbyenl 6, 824 81.3 18.6 1 
S LE IRA SRR Bt SR ir 69, 175 55.7 28.5 15.8 
Washington... 44, 528 97.1 2.6 3 
WE WE tid lp, op retinndauwunipetloenshvinaapaces 41, 304 42.7 53.8 3.5 
j tT n5 5 censn cian eschdardiaitaatbaen 61, 547 7.9 12.0 _ 
WO I cli actehcls dic citi nacSnigaiiahiltendns iopede inka tae Mind 5, 635 89.7 9.8 -5 
n 
Ll. . 
In 37 of the States more than 90 percent of the births were attended 
. by a physician either in a hospital or at home. In four of these States, 
| . a . . . . 
e Connecticut, Iowa, New Hampshire, Ohio, and the District of Colum- 


bia all of the births in 1944 were attended by a physician. On the 
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other hand, the percentage of births with no medical attendant was 
more than 25 percent in Georgia, Mississippi, and South Carolina. 
The 12 States in which more than 10 percent of the births occurred 
without medical attention were located in the area extending across 
the southern United States from New Mexico to Virginia It is of 
interest to note that the two groups having the highest proportion of 
births with no medical attendant—rural and nonwhite—constituted 
a larger proportion of the total births in those 12 States than in the 
whole country. In the United States 41.9 percent of the total births 
were among residents of rural areas whereas the similar figure in the 
above States was 59.8 percent. Similarly 12.2 percent of the total 
births in the United States were among nonwhites as compared to 
27.5 percent for the 12 States. 

Births during the war periods compared with previous periods.— 
The relatively large shift in the population which started with 
industrial defense activities in the United States complicates any com- 
parison of the birth rates of the States prior to that time with those 
of a later date. 

The comparison of the actual number of births will, however, to a 
certain degree reflect this shifting of the population. Also, from the 
standpoint of administration of maternal health and infant-care pro- 
grams, data on the changes in the number of births are of more value. 
For these reasons, the number of births, rather than the birth rates 
have been used in the comparisons presented in table 2. 

The number of live births in the United’States was 7.6 percent 
higher during the period of defense activities than during the 3-year 
period preceding it. Similarly, there were 19.6 percent more births 
during the war period than during the defense period. Thus, it may 
be seen that the rate of increase of the number of live births in the 
country as a whole was considerably larger during the war than during 
the defense period. 

In 33 States the increases from the predefense period to the period 
of defense activities were less than 10 percent. Generally, the 
increases ranged from a high of 21.4 percent in California to 0.8 
percent in Maine. Kentucky; Nebraska, and South Dakota showed 
a slight decrease in this period. 

The increases from the period of defense activities to the war period 
had a wider range with a maximum of 50.1 percent in Washington and 
a minimum of less than 0.05 percent in Montana. In 13 States the 
increase in the number ‘of births was less than 10 percent; in 16 
between 10 and 20 percent; in 11 between 20 and 30 percent, and in 
9, 30 percent or more. The group with the highest percentage in- 
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crease includes the three West Coast States and Nevada, and also 


five of the East Coast States. 


TABLE 2.—Number of live births in 1942-44, 1989-41 and 1936-388 and the percent 
change from 1989-41 to 1942-44 and from 1986-38 to 1939-41 
(by place of residence) 

















; toe tal Percent change ~ 
Number of live births rom— 
State 
1939-41 1936-38 
1942-44 1939-41 1936-38 to to 

194244 1939-41 
Cn I Bans ocd nite csattnciedne 8, 538,656 | 7,139,414 | 6,635, 089 19.6 7.6 
BRAIN cai 6dstiiscddutbctditcotevececistennt 223, 086 188, 995 184, 092 18.0 2.7 
DE citatlinhcopstinndadminddcs-terinacdme 41, 186 , 984 31, 250 21.2 8.7 
DE dike. odbiiptotnedbobonsibensons cabin 126, 509 114, 665 106, 272 10.3 7.9 
CDi dit wikidinmnertancuwiasadiwadceenig 508, 110 341, 082 281, 068 49.0 21.4 
CE ancichonbctbidiekbbosgucadocapsedbe 71, 864 63, 045 58, 215 14.0 8.3 
Cc onnecticut_- peiudedeeeedcmpebiennapeeesescetst 110, 547 , 339 . 41.1 12.9 
pS EE Se a ae ae 17, 879 13, 952 12, 616 28.1 10.6 
District of Columbia_- raalenhsatesepnign 47,017 34, 871 , 344 34.8 14.9 
,  Serne sivccbiinn 136, 103, 694 88, 984 31.2 16. 5 
Raa PEE IF CLL A A GR 227, 418 197, 070 189, 715 15.4 3.9 
i eee 36, 086 , 546 32, 4.5 7.8 
i nanichuchstadiicndh tathoiatuctpaienesstnh 453, 972 379, 626 352, 587 19.6 ey 
i danddenkactanens dhnttdhpapinenendudions 219, 732 185, 437 169, 520 18.5 9.4 
ics achdittived add eededunddasindeatabtbaguiine 142, 635 134, 314 127, 166 6.2 5.6 
EE a ES RS ae eae aS 2. 104, 917 88, 590 88, 761 18.4 —0.2 
ee nega aeasen 196, 058 188, 019 174, 249 4.3 7.9 
Louisiana. ..........-.- ipwiniohs idan opaebthe 181, 148 154, 321 138, 551 17.4 11.4 
ich povbtadedqucntcnidedteens bgpereuntanl 54, 425 , 283 45, 916 17.6 .8 
pS RE et eS ee a ee ee: 135, 523 99, 557 87, 074 36.1 14.3 
Massachusetts... .._-_- sevuatnpuainededgrainanl 246, 899 198, 278 183, 601 24.5 8.0 
| Re OEE SES ge eS , 364 300, 781 276, 899 21.1 8.6 
 canwwer sAdbenadeckniin 173, 391 157, 395 145, 580 10. 2 8.1 
NE nBce Shbenddssten botmisediccdpadnte 173, 453 159, 108 155, 316 9.0 2.4 
Riad hi natincaicasthdcanphain 211, 159 184, 977 170, 141 14.2 8.7 
pT SE ee EY, SOS rere Seen 34, 085 34, 098 31, 615 (‘) 7.9 
Stn nnivccit iginindeineproedéagetpodhan 73, 299 66, 163 | , 202 10.8 —3.0 
FS RE a ae Se ee 8, 836 6, 308 5, 274 40.1 19.6 
0 SR a Se 27, 088 24, 684 22, 770 9.7 8.4 
aa seks dicksnd cond nemdew senna 241, 006 184, 359 167, 176 30.7 10.3 
New Mexico om ~ontihencadedinnintenaiadl 44, 925 43, 757 41, 169 2.7 6.3 
Of 2 es ee ee SS 722, 963 593, 381 , 046 21.8 6.7 
|” Ret eS 275, 051 244, 183 235, 306 12.6 3.8 
Neg Sad ccenetionnncé<hathesdesch cine 40, 309 39, 285 38, 845 2.6 1.1 
ee ae 422, 012 349, 685 323, 180 20.7 8.2 
i" '“" dare aEPG: > eS ers 141, 372 134, 267 127, 946 5.3 4.9 
a hack tenn cercieniamimi dant dia ad 118 53, 032 45, 309 36.0 17.0 
Pennsylvania OR PES Ta Ie ae Aa 574, 913 500, 427 486, 038 14.9 3.0 
pT RS IS ES ee eS 603 32, 855 30, 872 29.7 6.4 
South Carolina.................- me ees 154, 446 134, 983 121, 106 14.4 11.5 
| ea 38, 009 36, 253 36, 943 4.8 -1.9 
yi Re ee 203, 622 168, 106 155, 335 21.1 8.2 
py ER a Se eS 475, 155 385, 016 348, 868 23.4 10.4 
ESET RP PS i ts BRS ES SR 49, 163 39, 651 , 660 24.0 5.3 
VO ihe th cn tating litibntadinabtin sul 21, 302 20, 492 19, 602 4.0 4.5 
A EER « SO el 5 SE ae Sania 209, 282 172, 351 159, 314 21.4 8.2 
We cite ee Bee 128, 055 85, 319 75, §0.1 13.4 
Lik, SOS ee ae 128, 598 128, 021 126, 153 -5 1.5 
Li RR ott 23°C i eaoir at 189, 979 166, 271 161, 282 14.3 3.1 
Lp a RG aS RS eh aero 17, 024 15, 538 14, 590 9.6 6.5 




















' Less than 0.05 percent. 


In 43 States a larger percentage increase occurred during the war 
than during the defense period, thus evidencing increases in the rate 
of increase during the war. In the remaining six States there was a 


reduction in the rate of increase. 
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INFANT MORTALITY 


The number of infant deaths in 1944 was 111,127. The total infant 
mortality rate * for that year was 39.8 deaths per 1,000 live births, 
as compared to 40.4 in 1943. This represents a low record with a 
decrease of 43.8 percent from the rate two decades ago. 

The mortality rate for white infants in 1944 was 36.9 and that for 
nonwhite infants was 60.3. The corresponding rates in 1943 were 
37.5 and 62.5. The rate for nonwhite infants reached in 1944 was 
equal to that for white infants 14 years ago. However, since 1942 
the rate for nonwhite infants has been decreasing more rapidly than 
that for white infants. 

Of the 111,127 infant deaths in 1944, 68,996 were neonatal deaths 
(deaths of infants under 1 month of age). The neonatal mortality 
rate was 24.7 deaths per 1,000 live births and the mortality of infants 
1 to 11 months of age was 15.5 deaths per 1,000 infants surviving the 
first month of life. Approximately one-half of the neonatal deaths 
were those of infants who died in the first day of life. The mortality 
of infants less than 1 day old was 11.5 per 1,000 live births and of 
those between 1 day and 1 month was 13.2. There has been very 
little change from the corresponding rates in 1943. The infant and 
neonatal mortality rates and the rates for the ages under 1 day, 
1 day to 1 month, and 1 to 11 months in 1943 and 1944 are presented 
for each State in table 3. In 32 States the infant mortality rate was 
lower in 1944 than in 1943, in 1 State the two were equal, and in the 
remainder of the States the rate in 1944 was higher, but the increases 
were not very large. Only 16 States showed continuous decreases 
from 1942. However, it is necessary to be cautious in interpreting 
yearly fluctuations in rates based on a small number of births. 

The infant mortality rate in 18 States was less than 35 deaths per 
1,000 live births; in 15 from 35 to 44; in 14 from 45 to 54; and in 2 
greater than 55. In general, the highest rates occurred in the south- 
eastern and south central United States. 

Causes of infant deaths.—The causes of infant deaths which had 
their origin in utero or at birth have been segregated from those 
which had their origin in environmental conditions. The first group, 
prenatal and natal causes, includes premature birth, congenital mal- 
formations, congenital debility, syphilis, and other diseases peculiar 
to the first year of life; the second group included pneumonia, 
influenza, diarrhea, enteritis, dysentery, epidemic and other com- 
municable diseases. 

Prenatal and natal causes were responsible for 67,713 (60.9 percent) 


‘ The infant mortality rates presented here have not been adjusted for the changing birth rate, since the 
necessary data are not available at this time. The inaccuracies of the unadjusted rates are discussed in Effect 
of Changing Birth Rates Upon Infant Mortality Rotes by I. M. Moriyama and Thomas N. E. Greville. Vital 
Statistics, Special Reports, Vol. 19, No. 21. 
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of the infant deaths in 1944. Of the so-called “environmental” 
causes, pneumonia and influenza accounted for 15,674 (14.1 percent) 
deaths; diarrhea, enteritis and dysentery 10,230 (9.2 percent) and 
epidemic and other communicable diseases 2,749 (2.5 percent). 


TABLE 3.—Infant mortality rates by age in each State, 1944 and 1943 


(by place of residence) 























Under 1 Under 1 1 day to 1 Under 1 1-11 
year ! day! month ! month ! months ? 
State 

1944 | 1943 | 1944 | 1943 | 1944 | 1943 | 1944 | 1943 | 1944 | 1943 

39.8 | 40.47) 11.5 | 11.6 | 13.2 | 13.2 | 24.7 | 24.7115.5) 16.0 

45.5 | 44.81 120] 123] 15.2 13.9 | 27.2] 262/189) 19.1 

68.8 | 76.7 | 13.4 | 10.7 | 17.9 | 19.0 | 31.3 | 29.7 | 38.8) 48.5 

34.7 | 37.4) 83} 7.1] 11.0] 12.5] 19.3| 19.6)157)] 18.2 

34.5 | 34.4) 12.5 | 11.9] 11.2] 10.8 | 23.7] 22.7) 11.1) 120 

49.4 | 50.4 | 13.9] 13.0] 15.0 | 14.2] 28.9 | 27.2] 21.2] 23.8 

30.7 | 20.8) 10.5) 9.4] 11.3 | 10.9] 21.7 | 20.3); 9.2 9.7 

“| 48.7 | 46.7 | 12.3] 10.3 | 17.0] 17.3 | 29.4 | 27.6] 19.9] 19.6 

“| 44.8} 47.6 | 15.5 | 13.4] 17.8 | 17.7] 33.3 | 31.2] 11.9) 169 

45.5 | 46.7 | 13.4 | 13.3 | 157 | 15.7 | 29.1 | 290/168) 182 

“| 44.5 | 46.6] 11.4] 122] 15.2] 16.1 | 266] 234/184) 188 

34.0 | 32.0] 11.0] 10.1 | 11.4 | 10.4 | 224) 20.5) 11.9) 11.7 

“| 32.4 | 33.3 | 10.6} 11.4] 11.2] 10.9] 21.9] 223/108] 112 

34.5 | 39.6] 9.0] 10.1 | 125/129] 21.5) 23.0) 13.3) 17.0 

33.1 | 34.0! 11.0 | 11.9] 12.1] 11.7 | 23.1] 23.6)10.2] 10.6 

33.3 | 33.6 | 10.6 | 122] 11.1 | 10.2] 21.7] 224) 11.8] 11.8 
46.7 | 50.0 | 11.2] 121°} 155 | 162) 26.7] 282) 20.5) 224 

I civaceotditacens rctsniedindlagsd 46.3 | 44.7 | 12.3 | 11.7 | 14.8 | 15.0] 27.1 | 266/| 19.7) 186 
TRS SPE KL & 7 EN 46.7 | 61.3 | 14.8 | 13.1 | 12.4] 17.2] 27.2] 30.3] 20.0) 21.7 
pO Rt a ae eS Se 41.5 | 43.0] 11.1] 11.0] 14.0] 13.9] 25.1 | 24.9/ 16.7 18.6 
pS EAE ROR AES 33.1 | 34.2] 11.2] 10.7] 11.3 | 11.7] 225] 224) 10.8) 121 
pF OTS SIT SE Set 37.9 | 38.3 | 11.2] 10.7 | 13.3 | 13.1] 24.5 | 238/137) 148 
I eg es a on  coeen de 3L3 | 30.9/ 11.4/122!) 96] 09) 21.0] 221) 10.5 9.0 
M gg SE Se 44.1 | 46.8 | 121} 127 | 13.6 | 15.2) 25.7 | 27.91 19.0) 19.5 
DE OR iinctasndluplnieccutmanens 37.6 | 40.3 | 10.6 | 11.6 | 12.5] 13.0 | 23.1 | 24.7|) 148] 16.0 
RT EIST: SP 36.1 | 38.7 | 11.1 | 12.6 | 10.5 | 13.1 | 21.7 | 258|)148)] 13.3 
Nebraska. -....--- CE ae 33.0 | 35.5 | 127 | 13.1 | 10.3 | 11.3] 23.0) 24.4) 10.2) 11.4 
ESE Fe shtigtinaenpaal 50.2 | 52.2] 19.2] 169) 16.8 | 16.5] 36.0) 33.4/ 147) 19.5 
DS Sea 37.7 | 46.1 | 14.0] 14.4| 9.7] 14.7] 23.7] 20.1 | 143] 17.5 
fo ae ee 34.0 | 33.7 | 10.9 | 10.4 | 124] 123 | 23.2 | 22.7) 11.0 11.2 
gf RR 89.1 | 91.6 | 15.8] 15.0| 22.4 | 23.5] 382/385) 529) 55.3 
Now York. ........-.2.-----ecese===ses 32.8 | 32.7 | 11.5 | 11.1 | 11.7] 11.3] 23.2] 224] 98) 10.5 
Nast. Gaewee.... ....2.2~...d400 pend 45.4 | 46.7 | 11.0] 11.6 | 14.5 | 15.4 | 25.4] 27.0| 20.5/ 20.2 
ae 35.4 | 34.9 | 11.7 | 13.6 | 11.9 | 11.0] 23.6 | 24.7) 121) 10.5 
| RGR 38.5 | 39.1 | 11.7| 120] 126] 12.4] 24.3] 24.4) 146) 15.1 
Sees 41.2 | 42.5 | 11.8 | 124 | 13.0] 13.5] 24.8) 25.9) 168] 17.1 
ORIN di dicnccascecstecessas 30.5 | 30.0) 10.7] 96/11.3]} &8| 220/184] 8&7] 11.8 
een NS Sa 40.0 | 37.9 | 11.7 | 11.8 | 13.8] 123 | 25.6] 241) 14.8; 141 
Rhode Island. --.....--. an ectienlidedaa 35.3°| 43.5 | 11.1 | 10.0} 11.8] 16.2] 22.8) 262/128) 17.8 
South Carolina. ----......--- nee 54.9 | 55.1 | 12.3 | 13.0 | 17.7 | 17.9 | 30.0 | 30.9 | 25.7 | 25.0 
South Daneta.........-scnnccascieeee 34.91 35.7) 871 11.2] 125] 10.6| 21.2) 21.8) 13.9] 142 
SGNIIO. occssccacecocsuadesveuee 45.5 | 44.8 | 12.2 | 11.1 | 14.3 | 13.9] 26.5 | 24.9) 19.5) 20.3 
ee NREL Fa 50.4 | 51.4 | 10.5 | 11.6 | 158 | 15.9] 26.3 | 27.5 | 24.7] 246 
tS ES 33.9 | 31.4 | 11.2 | 10.6 | 13.3 | 11.9] 24.5 /| 226] 9.6 9.1 
LL , _, EE eee 40.6 | 39.0} 15.7 | 14.2] 10.8] 10.7 | 265 | 249/145) 145 
Li | RSIS eee 47.1 | 47.1.| 13.3 | 13.0 | 15.4] 15.6] 28.7] 286/ 19.0)| 19.0 
.. +22 eae 33.8 | 34.8 | 10.4] 11.0] 121] 11.2) 225] 222) 11.5) 129 
Uae 52.0 | 52.1 | 11.1 | 12.7] 17.6 | 16.7] 28.6] 20.4 | 241) 23.4 
Lt RE ee Sas 32.0 | 35.0 | 10.1 | 11.3} 11.1 | 2120] 21.2] 23.3) 11.1) 12.0 
Wake aii nendccidavcteincintins 41.2 | 37.1 | 13.5 | 13.4] 11.4] 9.6] 24.8] 23.0) 167) 144 



































~ 1 Deaths per 1,000 live births. 


? Deaths per 1,000 infants surviving the first month of life. 


The majority of deaths due to prenatal and natal causes occurred in 


the first month of life. 


The greater portion of deaths due to pre- 


mature birth and injury at birth occurred during the first day of life, 
whereas for the other prenatal and natal causes the greater portion 
of the deaths were distributed over the remaining days of the first 


month of life. 
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TABLE 4.—Infant deaths by age and by cause; United States, 1944 





Cause of death 











es re Pe nd oo kee anieap es 
Congenital malformations--_-_..................-. 
NO SRE Ee te bknveind 
Congenital debility... ._...._. PR Se Re 
Syphilis__......... I EY Heese 
Other diseases liar to first year of life... ___- 
Pneumonia and influenza...................--.....-- 
Diarrhea, enteritis and dysentery__................-- 
—— and other communicable diseases '______-_. 
All other specified causes... ...............-...--.-- 
Ill-defined and unknown causes... --...........-..-. 

















Under 1 | Underl1 | 1 day to | Underl 1-1) 

year day lmonth| month | months 
111, 127 | 32, 082 | 36, 944 | 68, 996 42, 131 
67,713 | 30,655.| 28,604| 59,349/ 8,364 
33, 120 18, 909 13, 156 32, 065 | 1, 055 
14, 205 2, 997 6, 198 9, 195 5, 010 
10, 199 5, 599 4, 386 9, 985 214 
2, 493 439 864 1, 303 1, 190 
746 131 225 356 390 
6, 950 2, 580 3, 865 6, 445 505 
15, 674 104 2, 798 2, 902 12, 772 
, 230 7 1, 575 1, 582 8, 648 
2, 749 2 116 118 2, 631 
10, 340 389 2, 087 2, 476 7, 864 
4, 421 895 1, 674 2, 569 1, 852 




















1 Includes cerebrospinal meningitis, scarlet fever, whooping cough, diphtheria, tuberculosis, and measles, 


Trend of the infant mortality rate-——The trend of the infant mor- 
tality rate from 1930-44 for white and nonwhite infants is shown in 
figure 2. The decreases were slight up to 1936 when they accelerated 
considerably up to 1942, at which time there seems to have been a 
slight leveling off. There is no great difference in the relative de- 
creases in the rates for white and nonwhite infants (38.6 and 39.6 
percent) from the rates in 1930. However, since 1942 the rate for 
nonwhite infants has been decreasing more rapidly than that for 


white infants. 
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FIGURE 2.—Infant mortality rates by race, United States expanding birth registration area, 1930-44. 


Infant mortality during the war period compared with previous 
periods.—The infant mortality rate for the 3 years of war was 14.1 
percent lower than during the defense period. The decrease from 
the predefense period to the defense period was 13.5 percent. 


Thus, 
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it can be seen that there was no appreciable change in the rate of 
decrease with the beginning of each of the later two periods. 
rate for the earliest period had been operating throughout the two 
succeeding periods there would have been 848,183 infant deaths. 
The actual number that occurred was 676,822. 
infants would have died if the higher rate for the earliest period had 
been operating throughout the two succeeding periods. 


If the 


Thus, 171,361 more 


TaBLe 5.—Infant mortality rates 1942-44, 1939-41, and 1936-38 and the percent 
change from 1989-41 to 1942-44 and from 1936-38 to 1939-41 
(by place of residence) 





Infant mortality rate ! 


Percent change 
from— 



































State 

1939-41 1936-38 

1942-44 1¢39-41 1936-38 ? to to 
1942-44 1939-41 
i a dees 40.2 46.8 54.1 —14.1 —13.5 
EE Ce eee oe ee ; 46.7 60. 2 63.3 — 22.4 —4.9 
Se a ERS AS EA AS 75.0 89.9 112.7 —16.6 —20. 2 
I SP eee eee 7.3 46.0 52.3 —18.9 —12.0 
California... ._- SER a 34.6 39. 2 49.9 —11.7 —21.4 
OS eee ph ahahaha manok ‘ 49.9 55.6 69.0 —10.3 —19.4 
GD SE ay RS, Se 29.9 33. 5 39.5 —10.7 —15.2 
SEY ee “ee ee 47.5 44.9 60. 2 +5.8 — 25.4 
RAR St a ES ea 46.6 54.1 59.0 —13.9 —8.3 
MELE RE RE PSE eh 46.8 58.2 66. 4 —19.6 —12.3 
SAG a pea i Ree - 34.0 41.7 46.5 —18.5 —10.3 
RSET Gee ine rere eae Pininael 32.9 35.8 43.5 —8.1 —17.7 
ESSE RE * hee eT 37.0 40.5 47.5 —8.6 —14.7 
a gE A EE EE Se Fe 33.5 37.2 44.3 —9.9 —16.0 
SED Se eee oS 34.1 38.4 46.4 —11.2 —17.2 
SEES Piece ar - > 48.4 55.0 62.4 —12.0 —11.9 
RL EN SS ae ES Bs 46.4 61.5 68. 1 —24.6 —9.7 
| SR incl chctstincie ep eniatints Maeatatinteinsin tbat 48.1 §2.3 61.9 —8.0 —15.5 
tdci dead eihintiiinbiiie made 42.8 50.1 61.9 —14.6 —19.1 
I  , onit ciresainhia chaemeiain sind tas 33. t 36.6 43.5 —9.6 —15.9 
A A AI CRE aio Sey Ae aah £. 37.8. 40.3 47.6 —6.2 —15.3 
AAR SPA A a EF, 30. 6 34.4 41.3 —11.0 —16.7 
RISE I EE SS AS 46.1 55.4 57.9 —16.8 —4.3 
SS Sl ae. 39.0 46.2 55.3 —15.6 —16.5 
SR eS ae 36.1 44.4 51.0 —18.7 —12.9 
Nebraska .__.._- SA Se eS SE ae ee Y 34.0 35.9 40.9 —5.3 —12.2 
ERENT a a Se 53.1 46.0 51.3 +15.4 —10.3 
ES SE Ee Pe 40.0 42.0 7.3 —4.8 —11.2 
ae ee . 32.9 36.5 41.1 —9.9 —11.2 
a Pee ot 92.7 102.3 117.9 —9.4 —13.2 
7 2 ee er aera pirawed 32.5 36.3 44,2 —10.5 —17.9 
nn. On caves ccaudsbilagunetadl 46.8 58.8 67.7 —20.4 —13.1 
EE Sdn concoccbloene PER RES 35. 6 43.8 50. 6 —18.7 —13.4 
| ER oN Sees cabs 38. 2 41.6 47.9 —8.2 —13.2 
NOT ALE OS ee RS. EL 41.7 49.2 55.1 —15.2 —10.7 
SL: .ctiduitb tien aciniosiaienen DPS REG AS 30.3 32.8 41.5 —7.6 —21.0 
| ES eS ERE IS. 38. 6 43.7 49.1 —11.7 —11.0 
a Dir tinnca sina Ritdmd meninnchhipn 39. 5 37.2 46.5 +6. 2 —20.0 
SSE Cerra setae 56. 2 70. 1 78.9 —19.8 —11.2 
EA a ees 36. 2 40.3 47.6 —10.2 —15.3 
45.5 53.5 64.3 —15.0 —16.8 
51.7 63.9 70.0 —19.1 —8.7 
32.7 36.4 46.9 —10.2 —22.4 
40.4 44.3 52.0 —8.8 —14.8 
J : 48.8 61.1 69.9 —20.1 —12.6 
I ek a es Oe oe eee 34.0 35. 5 41.2 —4,2 —13.8 
«4 - aes DRS a ACs 52.4 56.4 65.0 —7.1 —13.2 
RRR ESSE: ae See 33.1 37.5 44.3 —11.7 —15.3 
| REECE. SESS eH 41.1 44.2 55.0 —7.0 —19.6 











1 Deaths under 1 year per 1,000 live births. 


? The rates for 1936-38 are by place of occurrence, as residence data for the entire period are not available. 
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The rates in all of the States 5 were lower during the defense period 
than during the predefense period. In the majority of the States 
the decreases were between 10 and 20 percent with the maximum 
25.4 percent in Delaware and the minimum 4.3 percent in Mississippi. 
Decreases of 20 or more percent occurred in six States and less than 
10 percent in five. 

Comparison of the rates during the war and the period of national 
defense is similar to the preceding one. Decreases ranged from 24.6 
percent in Louisiana to 4.2 percent in Washington. The reduction 
was between 10 and 20 percent in 25 States; between 20 and 25 
percent in 4 States, and less than 10 percent in 19 States. Included 
in the latter group are 3 States in which there was an increase in the 
infant mortality rate (Delaware, Nevada, and Rhode Island). 

The rate of decrease of the infant mortality rate was larger during 
the war than during the defense period in 17 States. Included in 
this group of States were Idaho, Montana, Nevada, and North 
Dakota in the Northwest; Arkansas, Louisiana, Oklahoma and Texas 
in the South Central; and Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Mississippi, 
North Carolina, South Carolina and Virginia in the Southeast. Also 
included were Kentucky and Pennsylvania. 

The mortality rate for white infants decreased 14.2 percent from 
the predefense period to the defense period and 13.3 percent from the 
latter to the war. The similar figures for nonwhite infants were 10.7 
and 16. Thus, the rate of decrease of the mortality rate for white 
infants was somewhat smaller during the war than during the defense 
period in contrast to the noticeably larger decrease in the mortality 
rate for nonwhite infants during the war. 

The reductions in the infant mortality rate have not been uniform 
for the entire span of the first year of life. The reduction from the 
predefense period to the defense period in the rate for infants 1 to 11 
months was 20.9 percent, whereas the reduction in the rate for the 
age group under 1 month was 8.4 percent. Similarly, the reduction 
in the former from the defense period to the war was 17 percent, and 
in the latter, 12.3 percent. The reduction also was not uniform for 
the death rates from the different causes of death. The reductions 
in the rates due to environmental causes were more than twice as 
large as that from prenatal and natal causes. The rate of decrease 
of the rate for prenatal and natal causes was larger during the war 
than during the defense period, whereas the rate of decrease of the 
rate for environmental causes was smaller during the war. 





‘The term “states” in this section did not include the District of Columbia because of the large dis- 
crepancy between occurrence and residence data. The rate for the District of Columbia, by place of oc- 
currence was 10.5 percent less than that by place of residence in 1939-41. 
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MATERNAL MORTALITY 


In 1944, 6,369 women died from causes directly associated with 
pregnancy, childbirth, and the puerperium. The maternal mortality 
rate was 22.8 deaths per 10,000 live births. There has been a 6.9 
percent reduction from the 1943 rate (24.5) and a reduction of 65.2 
percent from the rate two decades ago. 


TaBLE 6.—Maternal mortality rates in each State, 1944 and 19438 
(by place of residence) 



















| 
| Number - |Maternal mortality rate! 
. | materna ale 
State deaths in 
1044 1944 1943 
pe ee << —_————_— jj — 
waetees is state eeaeae 6, 369 | 22.8 | 24. 5 
DURE «csc. odoaconacscoccccdsccesceasceccteseneenecnopesensose} 278 | 37.4 33.5 
pS SE eet ; SIN HEIR SEs 5 42 | 29.5 26. 6 
Arkansas... -.--- Ne | 114 | 27.6 39.4 
a “ee ‘ i ee ad oa. 304 | 17.0 20.5 
Colorado. ---..-..-- ee Sadie Se at anpivateniesseneee | 59 24.7 25.9 
(SI ee Sa le LE 1 SA | 52 15.2 16.2 
Ne ea aps RT SS Reet eT ES 9 15.0 | 24.1 
District of Columbia...........-..------------------+--------------* 33 20.9 | 21.8 
2. ci ccdbcatecacstdeeusnccseetespoaeses janaegessenl 161 33.3 | 37.0 
ne ss ste eignipagpunippesncnaieeneceenteys 27 36.5 39.2 
| SE Sse — Ste 22ST 53 GO EE i a 30 24.5 23.4 
TUNE gn. co come dunbcennc. cnsecsscwncocccerteschassnqeseenscous | 254 17.9 20.5 
0 Oe ee ee ee ee i! ene “t= | 141 19.8 20.0 
Si Sees. en Samer et onl 83 17.8 16.8 
Se ee i icomaieginaehanatetninns } 64 18.3 | 21.4 
MOMOMORY — o.oo cn cnn n nnn cso o ese en nn nnecneoeoeesses= Se 159 24.8 24.9 
a men seepedneebadsedacsabecseseten } 207 33.9 32.1 
se ninendicnnpaneines pnaninel ania ’ 40 22. 5 22.2 
Maryland... .... <2... 2-2-2222 2 o en eweneceesese eo Lad eabaeice | 82 18.7 17.9 
ee 8... acco dncncmnmencesenssedeqsanarsaguonamasons=s 140 17.9 20.1 
Michigan__--_.-- oe Ee ee OS ep dddnakawhewaessbesauneouas 193 16.8 18.0 
BeimesotS. «...... <2 oon noes ence cc asec nnn cee n essen eansceseesssenese= 77 13.7 14.4 
ee 2 Ss ao os neemapeccegteapeniine ae ees 219 38.5 39.4 
OS ES Ee | GETS LTRS BLP: SE OMe Pe 152 22. 4 25.3 
RI Ne 2 ds oe on 8. cue nmcenesodepebegucpescsancessansé 16 14.6 17.5 
DI On, so sweeneenebenwnrominne pecbecebcenein whup 43 17.5 16.8 
wb iebdunsaasgnsemivagaans Nudensedy | 7 23.1 19.8 
New Hampshire. ...........---------..-------------+-------------- 24 28.1 26.7 
Wow Jemeey...---- 20-22-22 on nnn nnn ee enn en enn en eentee 120 15.7 19.4 
DIU BRAG. ee ond c cc cc ccc nn nnea een cenenenscceqssoussuesesas=< 62 39.8 46.7 
eee | = 2) CL dbenwcegunsboussnesekeuteet EAP aS 425 18.5 21.0 
NE a a ee rer ee 266 29. 4 32.4 
Merten Deets. ......2..-.-<..-.- a A 2 EE. AF OR ae reo 24 17.7 29.1 
NN ee 8 phe awetsnccthssudeesqedadestdblunedhoanaactsnre= 257 19.2 22.5 
--.. . ubsassteueae gE ERAS, aia Re hl 23.8 25.1 
OremON . - oo. 22 oo nnn nnn nnn en nnn es ow enone no nsecsesen= 43 17.8 14.9 
Pennsylvania... ....--.-..--------------------2---- 2-2-2 ---- 2-2-2 = 454 25.5 24.7 
NE nc nkcmmncgenes cba scusesons povnbsedpakquaabes 25 18. 2 22.5 
South Carolina. - --....------ Pe cb Rigs © BIR TR NER aE oe a 193 37.5 44.3 
neti BN . o.oo nccccececcccuaestonsteescesesenndgecsbonsors 23 18.0 15.6 
‘Tennessee - -......-- og le a aaamagaehsdenned 191 28.0 29.1 
_ ean ena ae as ee ee ae 422 25.4 25. 5 
nn 8 ok. oo cn ccecdecewacwapcesssboresogneeessuasapesessser= 22 13.6 15.7 
Wem nn bcc ccc wccstn conch ese sscedquathercbegadsoeesesuash 13 19.1 21.9 
Viveletie . _. os nn nnn nnn neon nnn ce cee een n ween none noes 183 26.5 29.1 
Washington. ..........-----2------- en nnn eee oo onsen enn enn =n nne- 70 15.7 16.2 
3. ee 89 21.5 29.1 
PR eee ee 109 17.7 19.7 
Wyoming. ...........-..<.----------- 222-2 ---- 2-2 os eee nnn nee nese ne 5 8.9 15.5 














1 Deaths due directly to diseases of pregnancy, childbirth, and the puerperium per 10,000 live births. 


Of the total number of mothers dying in 1944, 4,648 were white 
and 1,721 were nonwhite. The maternal mortality rate for non- 
white women was 50.6 deaths per 10,000 live births, more than 2% 
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times as high as that for white women (18.9). The reduction in the 
maternal mortality rate from 1943 to 1944 was entirely due to the 
reduction in the rate for white women from 21.1 to 18.9. 

Reductions in the maternal mortality rate have continued in the 
majority of the States despite the crowded conditions and scarcity of 
physicians in wartime. In 36 States the rate in 1944 was lower than 
in 1943. In the remaining States the increases were statistically 
insignificant. Although no great importance can be attached to 
yearly fluctuations in rates in States in which a relatively small 
number of births occur, only 26 of the States have demonstrated 
continuous decreases in the maternal mortality rate since 1942. In 
four States there has been a continuous increase and in the remainder 
of the States the rates have fluctuated. 

Twenty-five of the States had a mortality rate lower than 20 in 1944. 
There were only 15 such States in 1943. The lowest rate (8.9) 
occurred in Wyoming. Other States with low rates were Minnesota, 
Montana, and Utah. The highest rate (39.8) occurred in New Mexico. 
Alabama, Georgia, Mississippi, and South Carolina had rates over 35. 
In general the rates were highest in the South and lowest in the 
northern Rocky Mountain area. 

Causes of maternal death—The major causes of maternal deaths: 
(infection, toxemias, and hemorrhage, trauma, or shock) accounted 
for 88 percent of the 6,369 deaths in 1944. The remaining deaths 
were due to other and unspecified causes. 

Infection was the leading cause of maternal mortality and was 
responsible for 2,125 (33 percent) of the maternal deaths. The death 
rate from this cause was 7.6 deaths per 10,000 live births. Infection 
classed as general or local accounted for 679 of the deaths in this 
group. Also mentioned were thrombophlebitis, embolism and sudden 
death which included a total of 642 deaths. 

The next in numerical importance was hemorrhage, trauma, or 
shock which accounted for 1,897 (30 percent) of the deaths with a 
death rate of 6.8. Specific causes most frequently mentioned in this 
group were placenta previa and premature separation of the normally 
implanted placenta. 'Toxemias were the cause of 1,607 (25 percent) 
of the maternal deaths. Eclampsia eomprised the major portion (800) 
and albuminusia and nephritis accounted for 390. 

The change in the relative importance of toxemias and hemorrhage, 
trauma, or shock which was first recognizable in 1942 has continued 
through 1944.° Prior to 1941 the number of deaths from toxemias had 
been greater than from hemorrhage, trauma, or shock. In 1941 the 
two groups were responsible for an equal number of deaths, and in 
1942 the number of deaths from the latter surpassed those from 





* Yerushalmy, J.: Births, Infant Mortality, and Maternal Mortality in the United States, 1942. 
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toxemias. This condition remained the same in 1943 and has been 
intensified in 1944. The difference in the number of deaths from the 
2 causes has increased from 152 in 1942 to 290 in 1944. 

Physicians failed to give satisfactory information on cause of death 
for 740 (12 percent) of the maternal deaths. The cause of death for 
these cases was stated in such general terms that little more is known 
than that a child had been born to the mother or that pregnancy was 
the most important factor of the death. The lack of specific informa- 
tion as to the cause of death for this considerable number of deaths 
points to a need for improvement of statement of causes of death on 
the certificate. 

Time of death in relation to delivery.—Maternal deaths by time of 
death in relation to delivery have been tabulated in four classifications: 
Deaths associated with abortion, deaths associated with ectopic 
gestation, deaths before delivery, and deaths during or after childbirth. 
The latter is defined as following a uterine pregnancy of seven or more 
lunar months (28 weeks) of gestation. A death terminating a uterine 
pregnancy of less than 28 weeks’ gestation has been classified as an 
abortion. 

In the United States 4,113 (64.6 percent) of the total maternal 
deaths occurred during or after childbirth. The number of deaths 
associated with abortion and those occurring before delivery were 
almost the same, 996, and 915, representing respectively 15.6 and 14.4 
percent of the total. There were 345 (5.4 percent) deaths associated 
with ectopic gestation. 

Table 7 shows a cross-tabulation of maternal deaths by cause and 
by time of death in relation to delivery. Thus, it is possible to deter- 
mine on one hand the distribution of the major causes of death for the 
various classifications of time of death in relation to delivery and on 
the other hand, the distribution of the time of death in relation ta 
delivery for each of the major causes of death. For example, nearly 
three-fourths of all deaths occurring during or after abortion were due 
to infection and a very small proportion were due to other causes. 
From the other view-point, about three-fifths of all deaths due to 
infection occurred during or after childbirth and one third were 
associated with abortion. ; 

The distribution for the States is similar with a few exceptions. 
The proportion of deaths associated with abortion was relatively high 
in the District of Columbia, Kansas, Montana, and Nevada, whereas 
in Utah, North Dakota, New Hampshire, and Nebraska a relatively 
large number of deaths occurred during or after childbirth with an 
accompanying low number associated with abortion. The percentage 
of deaths associated with ectopic gestation was comparatively high 
in Delaware; however, this percentage was based upon only nine total 
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deaths. In Mississippi, Texas, and West Virginia the percentage of 
deaths occurring before delivery was relatively high. 


TABLE 7.—Maternal deaths! from each cause and by time of death in relation to 
delivery; United States, 1944 





‘ , Juri i 
Ectopic During or | Before During or 








Cause of death Total meee after livare | alter child- 
gestation | abortion delivery |" birth 
f : Sree, ae SE % 
Number 
All causes 6, 369 345 996 915 4, 113 
Infection | 2, 125 | 63 en , 361 
Toxemias 1, 607 67 | 589 | 951 
Eclampsia_. 800 306 | 494 
Albuminuria and nephritis 390 135 255 
Other toxemias } 417 —_ 67 148 202 
Hemorrhage, trauma, or shock - 1, 897 | 282 115 69 1, 431 
Other and unspecified causes 740 | 113 | 257 370 
Mcenisiuniisichinitcianoibipl 
Percent 
All causes | 100 100 100 100 100 
Infection 33 18 70 33 
loxemias 25 7 64 | 23 
Eclampsia 13 | | 33 12 
Albuminuria and nephritis 6 | 15 6 
Other toxemias 6 | Seal 7 16 5 
Hemorrhage, trauma, or shock 30 82 | 12 8 35 
Other and unspecified causes 12 an 7 ll 28 9 
! 


| Deaths due directly to diseases of aaanmanie, aaa h, and the puerperium. 
Trend of the maternal mortality rate-—The maternal mortality rate 
has been decreasing steadily since 1930 and at a more rapid rate than 
the infant mortality rate. Again there was a sudden sharp decline in 
1936 and a similar leveling off in 1942. The relative decrease has 
been greater in the rate for white women than in the rate for nonwhite 
women. The 1944 rate for white women was 68.8 percent lower than 
that in 1930 and for nonwhite women 57.7 percent. 
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FIGuRE 4.—Maternal mortality rates by race, United States expanding birth registration area, 1930-44. 
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TABLE 8.—Percentage distribution of maternal deaths ' by time of death in relation 
to delivery; each State, 1944 (by place of residence) 


Death in relation to delivery 






| 
: | 
Number | . During or 
; topic sof : 
State of deaths | Abortion | bees a. after child 
in 1944 ges . birth 
Percent of total maternal deaths 
United States 6, 369 16 f 14 65 
Alabama. .__. : 278 14 4 16 66 
AIT. cndccas = 42 10 § 14 71 
Arkansas. ._....-- _ 114 | 13 3 17 67 
CA idebscecsencest : 304 | 21 7 y 63 
“Sas ~ 59 | 19 7 8 66 
EE ESE 52 15 4 S 73 
Se i) aan 22 11 67 
District of Columbia. - - Givateetd 33 27 | 3 18 52 
aaa | 12 | ‘ 13 7 
Sa ‘ ; 30 | 20 | 3 17 60 
RE concwes oo 254 | 20 7 4 64 
Indiana... ...-- | 141 | 16 12 19 53 
ae - &3 | 13 y 12 tit 
ae | 64 | 28 | t ll 

Kentucky ---_-. , . ‘ 159 | 10 | \4 71 
Louisiana. - -- bate ees <a 207 | 13 | 7 17 63 
Maine...._. 40 15 7 7 
Maryland__. 82 | 12 ro) i8 61 
Massachusetts | 140 18 | 6 14 62 
Michigan__. ’ i 193 | 13 7 i) 71 
Minnesota__-_-._-. | 77 8 ” 14 74 
Mississippi---- - : 219 12 4 20 55 
Missouri. - - ms j 152 17 7 12 64 
Montana_. | 16 37 t 13 44 
Nebraska____.- ‘ 43 | 5 2 12 SI 
Nevada- - - -- ; 7 29 | 71 
New Hampshire_-___. 24 |. | { 4 92 
New Jersey.....- 120 | 24 ( 63 
New —- adi 62 s 5 6 8] 
A, , : 425 | 15 s ll tit 
North Carolina... ._-- ; 266 | 16 4 12 6S 
North Dakota.__---- , scabies 24 | 4 | 13 83 
eee & a eed 257 20 | 7 1] 62 
Oklahoma... ---- te ame 111 | ll 3 13 | 73 
Oregon - _. aE. . | 43 | 18 7 12 63 
Pennsylvania-. | 454 18 ‘ iF 67 
Rhode Island _- a rs | 25 |.. * 16 76 
South Carolina ina ceca diols -| 193 ll 4 20 tif 
South Dakota an 23 | 13 13 74 
Tennessee -_. lia Sant 191 19 3 15 63 
Texas a a 422 17 5 25 53 
Utah ? 7 ot 22 y 5 Nt 
Vermont-..._- : ee bagel 13 15 23 62 
Virginia nlite ne aga 183 19 19 57 
W ishington.__. PE SSS oe 70 | 18 t 16 oO 
West Virginia. ---. ERE LR LENE | 89 | 11 4 25 60 
SAE ETT EE See 109 | 14 4 13 6y 
WU ea he ee 5 20 20 7 


| Deaths due directly to diseases of pregnancy, childbirth, and the puerperium. 


MATERNAL MORTALITY DURING THE WAR PERIOD COMPARED WITH 
PREVIOUS PERIODS 


During the 3-year period 1942-44 there were 20,833 maternal deaths 
and 8,538,656 live births. The maternal mortality rate was, therefore, 
24.4 deaths per 10,000 live births. The rates for the two preceding 
periods were 36.4 in 1939-41 and 49.6 in 1936-38. The reduction in 
the maternal mortality rate over the two periods represents the saving 
of the lives of 30,947 mothers. 
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The maternal mortality rate for the 3 years of war was 33 percent 
lower than during the period of national defense and the latter rate 
was 26.6 percent lower than in the predefense period. Thus, there 
was a slight acceleration in the rate of decrease of the maternal mor- 
tality rate during the war. 

In table 9 are presented for each State ’ the percentage change from 
the predefense period to the defense period and from the defense 
period to end of the war. The decreases from the predefense 
period to the defense period ranged from 44 percent in Oregon to 10 
TABLE 9.—Maternal mortality rates 1942-44, 1989-41, and 1936-38 and the per- 


cent change from 1939-41 to 1942-44 and from 1936-38 to 1939-41 
(by place of residence) 




















Maternal mortality rate ! Percent change from— 
State on0-4 
' ‘ 1 1 1936-38 
1942-44 1939-41 1936-38 2 to 1942-44 | to 1939-41 

Ea ee nee ae 24.4 36. 4 49.6 —33.0 —26.6 
SEE Rr Snes ae ee 34.7 57.9 68.3 —40.1 —15,2 
ESR eee 31.3 40.9 63.4 —23.5 —35.5 
SES aE Tee a. 34.8 - 48.8 65.9 —23.7 —25.9 
RESETS RE are FESS ee ae 19.0 26. 5 39. 7 —28.3 —33. 2 
SEES EDP ED 23.1 42.7 55.7 —45.9 —23.3 
i Ee ‘ 16.5 24.5 30. 5 —32.7 —19.7 
SI ee REC oES, 18.5 38.7 55.1 —52.2 —29 8 
ae a 36.7 63.6 74.5 —42.3 —14.6 
RE ASS ASA a en 39.0 53.7 74.1 —27.4 —27.5 
a ara 24.7 26.9 43.3 —8.2 —37.9 
Illinois. _ _.-- AS SE a De pee a 19.8 28.6 38.9 —30.8 —26.5 
a 21.3 30. 1 39.9 —29.2 —24.6 
ee EE Ee eS LE ee 18.0 30.0 41.5 —40.0 —27.7 
| Ee i oa aS RE: 21.8 34.5 47.1 —36.8 —26.8 
| Le TRESS Eee 25.5 39.1 48.3 —34.8 —19.0 
Louisiana ------.---.-- haidishicddiecnatiaaducaatated 33.5 52.6 72,1 — 36.3 —27.0 
SRE ere eae: 22.0 36. 5 54.2 —39.7 —32.7 
ES a eee 18.8 30. 2 42.1 —37.7 —28.3 
CO eee 19.7 30.7 44.7 —35.8 —31.3 
I a 18.6 28.9 41.8 —35.6 —30.9 
RESIS EER eS SR 14.8 23.5 33. 4 —37.0 —29.6 
ELISE ELSE Te 40.6 59. 6 66. 2 —31.9 —10.0 
ETL a 24.5 36.0 50.4 —31.9 —2.6 
Montana-_----- Re 2 ae ae 18.2 27.3 41.5 —33.3 —34. 2 
sae ohehiasninadintaeiaieabless 17.7 29.6 42.4 —40.2 —30.2 
EE EEE CEPR Sa 17.0 42.8 59.4 —60.3 —27.9 
Ree IID, «cn .ocaccacccoounnsccencs 22.2 31,2 43.6 —2B.8 —2B.4 
EERE SES RTE, EME eer eae 18. 4 29.6 38.1 —37.8 —22.3 
RR ER a eS : 44.7 48.2 60. 0 —7.3 —19.7 
ELT LN 20.6 28.1 42.3 —26.7 —33.6 
"Sa See eae: 32.0 45.8 57,5 —30.1 —20.3 
NR eae 22.8 21.4 37.7 +6. 5 —43.2 
ea ern 20.9 31.5 44.6 —33.7 —20.4 
eS eal 26. 5 37.8 51.6 —29.9 —2%6.7 
EE Rape 16.5 23.9 42.7 —31.0 —44.0 
I ea i iia 25.7 33.9 46. 2 —24.2 —26.6 
eae aaa: 19.7 26.5 35.2 —25.7 —2.7 
ANE TART, 44.9 64.2 81.8 —30.1 —21.5 
SOLE LE LEE TTT 17.9 29.8 40.7 —39.9 —26.8 
TE dhriniahin an iiitemadieneeudimeaeneadld 29.1 44.4 62.1 —34.5 —28.5 
OS NE II MEETS . 27.0 43.6 60.6 —38.1 —2.1 
SS aS ES Rs 15.5 25.7 35.6 —39.7 ~—27.8 
ERE ETE RE I MRI aS 20.7 31.7 47.7 —34.7 —33.5 
eink 29.3 44.3 55.3 —33.9 —19.9 
SE Serer: 16.4 27.3 43.2 —39.9 —36.8 
I 24.7 32.3 47.4 —23.5 —31.9 
Sees ci 18.4 26.8 35.8 —31.3 —25.1 
(cs SN SRE, 15.9 32.2 40.1 —50.6 —19.7 

















1 Deaths due directly to diseases of pregnancy, childbirth, and the puerperium per 10,000 live births. 
2 The rates for 1936-38 are by place of occurrence as residence data are not available for the entire period. 


7 The term “States” in this section did not include the District of Columbia for the purpose of compa- 
rability with the similar section on infant mortality. 
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percent in Mississippi. In 38 States the reduction was between 20 
and 40 percent; in 2 States greater than 40 percent, and in 8 States 
less than 20 percent. 

The rates in all of the States except North Dakota were lower 
during the war than during the defense period. The increase in the 
rate in North Dakota was statistically insignificant. The largest per- 
centage decrease occurred in Nevada and the smallest in New Mexico. 
In 14 of the States the reduction was less than 30 percent (includes 
North Dakota), in 14 from 30 to 35 percent; in 12 from 35 to 40 per- 
cent, and in 8 over 40 percent. 

The rate of decrease of the maternal mortality rate was larger during 
the war than during the period of national defense in 37 of the States. 
There was a noticeable reduction in the rate of decrease of the mater- 
nal mortality rate in the remaining 11 States. These States included 
the West Coast States (except Washington) with two parallel strips 
extending eastward, along the north border to Minnesota and along 
the southern border to Texas. Also included were four eastern 
States: New York, Pennsylvania, West Virginia, and Georgia. 

The rate among white women was 20.7 during the war, 31.1 during 
the defense period, and 44 during the predefense period, representing 
a decrease of 29.3 percent from the predefense period to the defense 
period, and 33.4 percent from the latter to the war. Among nonwhite 
women the reductions were somewhat smaller—17.4 percent and 29.4 
percent. There were increases in the rate of decrease of both the rate 
for white women and nonwhite women during the war. 


SUMMARY 


The proportion of births in hospitals has increased from 36.9 percent 
in the 1935 to the highest yet recorded, 75.6 percent in 1944. Simul- 
taneously, the proportion of births attended by nonmedical persons 
decreased from 12 5 to 6.7 percent. 

The rate of increase of the number of live births was larger during 
the war than during the defense period. However, both the number 
of live births and the birth rate decreased during the 1 year from 1943 
to 1944, representing the first interruption in the definite upward 
trend of the birth rate which started in 1937. 

The downward trends of the infant mortality rate and the maternal 
mortality rate have continued through 1944. Both exhibited a slight 
leveling off beginning in 1942. In recent years the mortality rate 
for nonwhite infants has been decreasing more rapidly than the rate 
for white infants. The opposite was true of the maternal mortality 


rate. 
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Reductions in the infant and maternal mortality rates have con- 
tinued in some of the States in spite of the changes in living conditions 
brought about by the war. Sixteen States showed continuous annual 
reductions in the infant mortality rate from 1942 to 1944 and similarly 
26 States showed continuous reductions in the maternal mortality rate. 

The reductions in the infant and maternal mortality rate from the 
rate in the predefense period through the war were responsible for the 
saving of some 200,000 lives of mothers and infants. The rate of 
decrease of the infant mortality rate was approximately the same 
during the war as during the defense period, whereas, that figure for 
the maternal mortality rate was larger during the war. 

Although the infant and maternal mortality rates for the country as 
a whole, as well as the number of births with no medical attendant, 
reached an all time low in 1944, there are still many States in which 
these figures are considerably above those for the country. 


CONFERENCE OF STATE AND TERRITORIAL HEALTH OFFICERS 


The Annual Conference of the Surgeon General with the State and 
Territorial Health Officers will be held in the Social Security Building 
at Fourth Street and Independence Avenue SW., Washington, D. C.., 
from December 1 to 4, 1947. 

The State mental health authorities and the State hospital author- 
ities will meet officially with the State and Territorial Health Officers 
for the first time at this conference. 

On the general program this year, in addition to an address by the 
Surgeon General, there will be an address by the newly appointed 
Federal Security Administrator, Oscar R. Ewing. Dr. Haven Emer- 
son, eminent public health authority, will describe the need for a 
marked expansion of local public health services. 

The attendance of all State health officers, mental health authorities, 
and hospital authorities is urged because of the importance of the 
subjects to be discussed at this conference. 
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INCIDENCE OF COMMUNICABLE DISEASES IN THE UNITED STATES 
September 7—October 4, 1947 


The accompanying table summarizes the incidence of nine important com- 
municable diseases, based on weekly telegraphic reports from State health depart- 
ments. The reports from each State for each week are published in Pustic 
HeauttH Reports under the section “Incidence of Disease.’’ The table gives 
the number of cases of these diseases for the 4 weeks ended October 4, 1947, 
the number reported for the corresponding period in 1946, and the median number 
for the years 1942-46. 


DISEASES ABOVE MEDIAN INCIDENCE 


Influenza.—The incidence of influenza reported during the 4 weeks ended 
October 4 was about normal for this period of the year, the number of cases 
(3,595) being approximately the same as the 1942-46 median. In the South 
Atlantic section the number of cases 1.5 times the 1942-46 median and in the 
East South Central section the incidence was about normal, but in all other 
sections the incidence was relatively low. For the country as a whole the expected 
increase of this disease over the preceding 4 weeks was about normal. 

Poliomyelitis.—The number of cases of poliomyelitis rose from 2,370 during the 
4 weeks ended September 6 to 3,243 for the 4 weeks ended October 4. The peak 
of this disease has normally occurred during the 4 weeks preceding the one under 
consideration, but this year the disease did not appear in epidemic form until 
about the first of August and the highest weekly incidence was reported for the 
week ended September 13 which is included in the current 4-week period. Since 
the number of cases has declined during each of the succeeding weeks it may be 
expected to continue to decline. Compared with preceding years the current 
incidence was less than 60 percent of the number reported for the corresponding 
period in 1946, but it was slightly above the 1942-46 median (3,198 cases). 
The excess over the 1942-46 median was due largely to a persistently high incidence 
in the Atlantic Coast and East North Central sections. Since there have recently 
been 3 years of unusually high incidence of this disease, the 1942-46 median is 
itself unusually high. Hence, a more significant comparison for the country 
as a whole is with the average of normal poliomyelitis years in this same 4-week 
period (approximately 2,200 cases). 

Whooping cough.—The incidence of whooping cough remained at a relatively 
high level, the number of cases (12,227) being 1.7 times the incidence for the 
corresponding period in 1946 and 1.5 times the 1942-46 median. Each section 
of the country contributed to the comparatively large number of cases reported; 
the number in each section was above the normal seasonal expectancy. 
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DISEASES BELOW MEDIAN INCIDENCE 


Diphtheria.—The increase in the number of cases during the 4 weeks ended 
October 4 was about normal for this time of the year. However, the number 
of cases (991) was only 80 percent of the incidence during the corresponding 
weeks in 1946 and 70 percent of the 1942-46 median. The incidence was below 
the median of the 5 preceding years in all sections of the country. For the country 
as a whole the current incidence was the lowest for this period in the 19 years for 
which data are available in this form. 

Measles.—For the current 4 weeks there were 2,298 cases of measles reported, as 
compared with a 5-year (1942-46) median of 2,450 cases. Of the 9 geographic 
sections, 4 reported an excess over the normal seasonal median, the greatest 
excesses being reported from the South Atlantic and West North Central sections. 
In the other 5 sections the disease was below normal. With the exception of the 
year 1944 (1,657 cases) the current incidence was the lowest for this period since 
1936 when approximately 1,200 cases were reported for these same weeks. 

Meningococcus meningitis.—The incidence of meningococcus meningitis was 
the lowest reported for the corresponding 4-weeks since 1942. The number of 
cases (177) was 70 percent of the number reported for the corresponding period 
in 1946 and 50 percent of the median of the preceding 5 years. Not only is the 
current incidence considerably below the 1942-46 median, which is based upon a 
period of unusually high incidence of this disease, but the number of cases also 
compares very favorably with the average of non-epidemic years. 

Scarlet fever.—The incidence of scarlet fever (2,248 cases) continued at a rela- 
tively low level, the number of cases reported during the 4 weeks ended October 
4 being 65 percent of the 1946 incidence and less than 45 percent of the 1942-46 
median. The incidence was below the normal seasonal expectancy in all sections 
of the country. For the country as a whole and for each geographic section except 
the Mountain the current incidence was the lowest for this period in the 19 years 
for which these data are available. 

Smailpozx.— During the 4 weeks ended October 4 there were 2 cases of smallpox 
repcrted, 1 in North Dakota and 1 in Mississippi. The number of cases was the 
lowest reported during any 4-week period on record. Since the high years of 
1937 and 1938 the reported incidence of this disease has been on a gradual decline; 
in those years the cases for the corresponding 4-week period totaled 232 and 157, 
respectively. 

Typhoid and paratyphoid fever.—The number of cases (467) of these diseases 
was higher than during the corresponding 4 weeks in 1946, but it was only 70 
percent of the median of the 5 preceding years. The South Atlantic and East 
South Central sections reported significant increases over the 1946 incidence, but 
no section reported an increase of any consequence over the 1942-46 medians. 


MORTALITY, ALL CAUSES 


For the 4 weeks ended October 4 there were 33,302 deaths from all causes 
reported to the National Office of Vital Statistics by 93 large cities. The median 
number reported for the corresponding period in 1944-46 was 32,945. The 
number of deaths was higher than the preceding 3-year median in each week of 
the 4-week period except the third, the greatest excess occurring during the last 
week (ended October 4); the deaths for that week (8,504) were 3.5 percent more 
than the median of the preceding 3 years for the corresponding week. 
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Number of reported cases of 9 communicable diseases in the United States during the 
4-week period September 7—October 4, 1947, the number for the corresponding 
period in 1946, and the median number of cases reported for the corresponding 
period, 1942-46 
































| Cur- | Cur- | Cur- | 
. | ye ts | 5-year : 5-year 
Division —_ | 1946 Seat | a, 1946 | medi- od 1946 | medi- 
7 | an ~~ an | oo an 
! me t | | | 
ES EE ee ae RPE! AG ET! oe oe | ——.-+~~- —_|—— , shee 
Diphtheria | Influenza ! Measles 
United States_............-- i | 991 | 1, 1,282 | | 1,440 | 3, 505 | | 3,592 | 3, 502 | 2,208 | 2,403 | 2, 450 
New England____.._-- | g0| 30] 6| 4; 16| 118| 521 | 286 
Middle Atlantic. ___- 56 1: 77 13 30 26 386 | 575 | 460 
East North Central__--- | 7 156 143 95 86 lll §21 | 350} 391 
West North Central _. | 94 71 100 44 34 237; 55] 69 
South Atlantic.......--.....-._| 320] 260] 485] 1,552] 721) 1,013] 324] 220 | 124 
East South Central... __- | 167] 195] 264] 116] 100/ 110 40| 79 54 
West South Central______- 137 152 287 | 1,632 | 2,332 1,950 236 | 160 127 
Mountain... -_-- 46) 44| 67| (137| 248 ‘248| 118| 169] 270 
POE occantcss . 62 145 126 | 35 17 62; 318 274 | 558 
SS eae yen. ES ae : er” eR 
on men: Poliomyelitis Scarlet fever 
nae ee Dy PRES NER See ee Ce. ETE Sees 
United States..............- 177 249 359 | 3,243 | 5,488 | 3,198 | 2, 248 | 3, 447 5, 035 
New England__....... , 6} 22] 22} 249| 231] 231) 202; 200/ 386 
Middle Atlantic. .__.-- . 30 | 50| 78 774 | 487| 487 401 613 772 
East North Central__-- 29 54{ 72] 1,361 | 1,616 811 506 867 | 1,169 
West North Central. -- -| 16 | 16 | 41 210 | 1,530 | 343 195 27 478 
South Atlantic___ |. 22] 36) 46] 287 | 166} 166] 261 474} 919 
East South Central_- i @2@i Bi 101; 117; 112 18S 243 | 377 
West South Central___. | 33} 18 | 24 37 | 288); 216 104 140 18] 
Mountain_- * 5 10/ 10 84 367| 172) 145] 115 179 
Pacific......-__- | a2] 23] 44] 140] 686| 275] 246) 418 55 
FEE OES STR SIS RE) Ae) ‘ Rid. SS. 
| | 
Typhoid and para- , F 
Sm: — 
| mallpox | typhoid fever | Whooping cough 
i. Se, TER, PO ma jE ea > 
a . 5 | 2 | 16 | 16 467 | 411 646 jl: , 227 | 7,364 8, 184 
cd Pra Wee! x te bet at Pl tenes 
New England___....-.-- } 0 | 0 | 0 23 29 4 | 1,17 813 886 
Middle Atlantic. -.-- 0 | 0 0 50 66 80 2, 622 1,587 | 1,953 
East North Central__ 0 | 7 7 62 61 75 | 3,431 | 2,587 | 2, 587 
West North Central_- 1 | 1 | 1} 37| 38 33 | 756| 249| 409 
South Atlantic__...._.-- | 0 | 1 1 | YS 48 118 | 1,517 | 657 | 969 
East South Central_--- -|} 1 | 1 1 | 66 32 7 320 181 295 
West South Central. -- -- eae 0 | 1 3 | 66 76 109 | 1,116 685 594 
eS SR RSE 0 | 5 0}; 2] 41] 41] 588/ 211] 358 
| RRR A a el 0 0 0 40}; 25} 30] 705 394 | 610 


| North Carolina, New York and Pennsylv ania exc excluded; New York C ity and Philade ipbia included. 








DEATHS DURING WEEK ENDED OCT. 4, 1947 


[From the Weekly Mortality Index, issued by the National Office of Vital Statistics) 
Week ended | Correspond- 


7 ing week, 
Oct. 4, 1947 1946 











Data for 93 large cities of the United States: 
Total deaths. 5 endl } 8, 604 8, 503 


Median for 3 prior years......--------- eer: |: 3 ee “St >} eee 

Total deaths, first 40 weeks of year_................--. _....------- _ 367, 842 | 362, 522 
Se I an imap hibeusonasctbigeuecs Nee 691 | 785 
Median for 3 prior years. ..............-.-.-- SRS AToe ay 649 | ee! 
Deaths under 1 year of age, first 40 weeks of year_ Seat hy Sh AE 29, 678 | 25, 900 

Data from industriai insurance companies: 

AS Rin NDS eS Ee x | 67,000,587 | 67, 282, 507 
pS SR ar Pe eee -| 11, 300 | 11, 117 
Death claims per 1,000 policies in force, annual rate. _. Rena 8.8 | 8.6 
Death claims per 1,000 policies, first 40 weeks of year, annual rate... __- 9.3 9.6 











INCIDENCE OF DISEASE — 


No health department, State or local, can effectively prevent or control disease without 
knowledge of when, where, and under what conditions cases are occurring 


UNITED STATES 


REPORTS FROM STATES FOR WEEK ENDED OCTOBER II, 1947 
Summary 

A total of 540 cases of poliomyelitis was reported for the current 
week, as compared with 613 last week, 1,042 for the corresponding 
week last year, and a 5-year (1942-46) median of 549. The decline 
during the week was approximately 12 percent, as compared with 
23 percent last week and 9 percent for the same week last year. Only 
11 States reported currently more than 12 cases. Five of these States 
(notably Idaho) showed increases. The States are as follows (last 
week’s figures in parentheses): Jncreases—Pennsylvania 30 (25), 
Indiana 15 (7), Wisconsin 15 (13), Idaho 50 (17), California 23 (21); 
decreases—Massachusetts 24 (29), New York 61 (100), Ohio 88 (109), 
Illinois 29 (45), Michigan 31 (44), North Carolina 18 (23). 

During the 30 weeks since March 15 (the approximate average date 
of seasonal low incidence), 7,842 cases have been reported, as compared 
with 20,219 for the corresponding period last year and a 5-year 
median of 10,448. Eleven States reporting the largest numbers during 
this period (aggregating about 67 percent of the total) are as follows 
(last year’s corresponding figures in parentheses): Ohio 1,109 (567), 
New York 922 (1,069), Illinois 708 (2,052), California 556 (1,721), 
Michigan 507 (761), Pennsylvania 358 (205), Massachusetts 292 
(235), New Jersey 236 (195), Indiana 186 (301), Idaho 185 (35), 
Minnesota 182 (2,593). 

A total of 1,956 cases of influenza was reported, as compared with 
1,171 last week and a 5-year median of 1,346. The increase is chiefly 
accounted for in the reports of Virginia (619 cases, last week 104), 
South Carolina (332, last week 229), and Texas (705, last week 646). 

One case of small pox was reported (in Missouri), and 1 case of an- 
thrax (in New York). Current figures for Rocky Mountain spotted 
fever, tularemia, and whooping cough are above the 5-year medians. 

Deaths recorded during the week in 93 large cities of the United 
States totaled 9,175, as compared with 8,604 last week, 8,585 and 8,380, 
respectively, for the same weeks in 1946 and 1945, and a 3-year 
(1944-46) median of 8,390. The total for the year to date is 377,017, 
‘as compared with 371,107 for the, corresponding period last year. 
Infant deaths during the week totaled 702, as compared with 692 
last week and a 3-year median of 655. The total to date i is 30,381, 
as compared with 26,643 for the same period last year. 
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Telegraphic morbidity reports from State health officers for the week ended Oct. 11, 
1947, and comparison with corresponding week of 1946 and 5-year median 


In these tables a zero indicates a definite report, while leaders imply that, although none was reported, 
cases may have occurred. 





Diphtheria 


Meningitis, 
meningococcus 





Division and State 





NEW ENGLAND 


SOUTH ATLANTIC 
Delaware 
Maryland * 
District of Columbia. 
Virginia 
West Virginia 
North Carolina 


Florida 

EAST SOUTH CENTRAL 
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(27th) July 5-11 
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(35th) Aug.30-Sept. 5 


3-19 


(37th) Sept. 1 








Total since low 





2, 507| 3. 500] 3, 601 


8,831] 8,341] 8,288 








3,685] 3,725| 3,752 


182] 273| 350 





' New York City only. 
‘ Dates between which the approximate 


? Philadelphia only. 


3 Period ended earlier than Saturday. 
low week ends. The specific date will vary from year to year. 
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Telegraphic morbidity reports from State health officers for the week ended Oct. 11, 
1947, and comparison with corresponding week of 1946 and 5-year median—Con. 





Typhoid and para 
Poliomyelitis Scarlet fever typhoid fever 





Division and State 











NEW ENGLAND 


Moaine. .....-<s<coccese 
New Hampshire 


Rhode Island 
Connecticut 


MIDDLE ATLANTIC 


coococe 
-Coeco— 


ooo 
ooo 
ooo 
oto 


New Jersey 
Pennsylvania 


EAST NORTH CENTRAL 


— 


ocoocse 
ecoce 
ococco 
i 
—~Led a 
SCwnrwwu 


North Dakota 
South Dakota 





cooorwroo 
ocoocooocr 
oeoceccoe 
SoooKsow 
-SoK ah oS 
-Soooweo 


Maryland 

District of Columbia- -- 
Virginia 

West Virginia 

North Carolina 

South Carolina 


rgi 
Florida 
EAST SOUTH CENTRAL 
Kentucky 


ee Oe ee 
02 &* S 8 tr 
eocoscseoocoecse 
ecoooesecse 
ecsoooces 
wrorononno 
moe wooorS 
KOonmwncors 


— 





hm BD OO 7 
Bare 
©eeco 
ecco 
ecco 
coum 
woow 
Rm wo 


Ssoow 
= 
irr 
- 
Smots 
Brom on 
ooscs 
ooscw 
socoeco 
oan oa> 
I 
Nore 
- 
a) 


ee J 
MOUNTAIN 


_ 
S 


coonmw.+ Su 
Cwormatnmnan 
COWrFOCwhe 
Ona beom 
CSawacows 
Booen 
ecoooeeco 
cocoocseoo 
coocooooo 
SCowowoco 
cornworooso 
COMmmOSS 


= 
Souaw 





Ineo 


0 8 
1,042) 549 | 1,736 2} 101 67 


30, 686 10, 845| 66, 773) 93, 0551108, 600/151! 2071 324) 3,166 3,364) 4,675 











Fo B 
Sam 











— 

aos 
mlosoo 
wlooo 























Seasonal low week ¢...| (11th) Mar. 15-21| (and) Aug.915 | @5UR) Aug. 30° | (ith) Mar. 15-21 


Total since low 7, 842/20, 219/10, 448! 4,670) 6,760) 9, 946 4| 18] _18' 2,681] 2, 889) 3, 759 


3 Period ended earlier than Saturday. 
4 Dates between which the approximate low week ends. The specific date will vary form year to aod 























5 Including paratyphoid fever reported separately as follows: Massachusetts 1 (salmonella infection); 
Connecticut 1; Pennsylvania 1 (salmonella infection); Indiana 1; North Dakota 5; Virginia 1; Georgia 1; 
Florida 1; Arizona 2; California 2; Washington 1. 

¢ Delayed reports: Poliomyelitis—Nebraska, week ended July 26, 1 case, week ended August 23, 1 case; 
South Carolina week ended September 27, 1 case; scarlet fever—Massachusetts week ended September 13, 
28 cases. These cases included in cumulative totals Land Correction: Poliomyelitis—Nebraska week 
ended August 16, 9 cases (instead of 10), deducted from cumulative totals. 
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Telegraphic morbidity reports from State health officers for the week ended Oct. 11, 
1947, and comparison with corresponding week of 1946 and 5-year median—Con. 





Whooping cough Week ended October 11, 1947 





Week ended— Me- Dysentery En- | Rock 
Division and State owe ewes tf ~ - * 4 Mt. 

n- Ss, 
infec- 
tious 








NEW ENGLAND 


Connecticut 
MIDDLE ATLANTIC 





COwnwo 





hd 


West Virginia 
North Carolina 
South Carolina. 


Georgia 
Florida 


0 
1 
0 
9 
2 
3 
2 
3 
1 


La) 





1 ~< 
CoN nw 








oorrkOooo 





Same week: 1946 
Median, 1942-46 1, 566 7 
41 weeks: 2, 328 





1946 
Median, 1942-46 


* Period ended earlier than Saturday. 

? 2-year average, 194546. 

Anthraz: New York 1. Leprosy: Florida 2. 

Alaska, week ended Oct. 11, 1947: Influenza 23, measles 1, pneumonia 4, septic sore throat 1. 

Territory of Hawaii, week ended Oct. 11, 1947: Bacillary dysentery 1, influenza 1, measles 3, scarlet fever 
1, endemic typhus fever 1, whooping cough 30. 























, 


1, 92 
1, 525113, , 3, 349'7 3,926 








1S lll ml age 


Sesto 
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WEEKLY REPORTS FROM CITIES! 
City reports for week ended October 4, 1947 


This table lists the reports from 87 cities of more than 10,000 population distributed throughout the United 
States, oad represents Seen section of the current urban incidence of the diseases included in the table. 





Influenza 


Division, State, and City 


ningococcus, 
cases 
Pneumonia 
deaths 
Poliomyelitis 
cases 
Scarlet fever 
Typhoid and 
peratyphoid 
lever cases 
Whooping cough 


Meningitis, me- 


Diphtheria cases 








_ 


NEW ENGLAND 





Springfield 
orcester 

Rhode Island: 

Providence 
Connecticut: 

Bridgeport 

New Haven 

MIDDLE ATLANTIC 


New York: 


eco c eeceoc cs cs S&S 
coo cfc SKreew SCS SCO CO 
oo ct #.O% SC SCS SO 
oo oc ecoo cs cS SO 


Pennsylvania, 
Philadelphia 
Pittsburgh 
Reading 

EAST NORTH CENTRAL 


Ohio: 


=s 
ooo CNS UK Sw 
ooo ooo oococo 


0 0 
3 1 
0 1 
0 0 
1 0 
0 1 
0 0 
2 0 
1 0 
0 0 


yn 
Indianapolis 
South Bend 


oro crKS w SO@SCoS Ccwo 
ooo ooo So esscoseo ooo 


coo ocr - ocscSo 






































0|-.- 
0 
1 


1 In some instances the figures include nonresident cases, 
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, 1947—Continued 


§ 


City reports for week ended Octob 





Influenza 


_—— 


me- 


Division, State, and City 


halitis, in- 
us, cases 


fo 
Meningitis, 
ningococcus, 
cases _ 
Pneumonia 
deaths 
Poliomyelitis 
Scarlet fever 
paratyphoid 
fever cases 
Whooping cough 
cases 


Ence 
fect 


H 
o 


| Diphtheria cases 
Typhoid and 


Smallpox cases 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 





WEST NORTH CENTRAL— 
continued 





—- 
opeka 
Wichita 
SOUTH ATLANTIC 


Delaware: 
Wilmington 
Maryland: 
Raltimore 
Cumberland ----.--- 
Frederick 
District of Columbia: 
Washington - -......- 
Virginia: 
Lynchburg 
Richmond 
eS ee 
West Virginia’ 
Charleston. _.......- 
Wheeling : 
North Carolina: 


so ©& 





om cecooco 8S NSN SO 
wo coro * CON SC 


Wilmington-.-....... 
Winston-Salem. -_.... 
South Carolina: 
Charleston 
Georgia: 


o ecco oo ocr 


_— 


oe cco ec coc coco ooo Sc ooo © 
i) 


co coo co ececo oo coc WW’ SC 
co coo co ecco co oro NN OFS NS 


s ococow WN OC 
o 


oe eco. cS ONO 


EAST SOUTH CENTRAL 
Tennessee: 

Nashville 
Alabama: 


Birmingham 
| EE 


WEST SOUTH CENTRAL 
Arkansas: 








Oklakoma: 
Oklahoma City 
Texas: 


MOUNTAIN 


Montana: 
a 
Great Falls 









































oeocssc.lUcSCcOCcCOO 









P October 31, 1947 


1584 


City reports for week ended October 4, 1947—Continued 












Division, State, and City 









PACIFIC 





Diphtheria cases 














. ’ . --} 
£~ | Influenza =f i 
oa sit sis 
=& # |g | cz 
=e —o —— 
33 3) Fd 
=s n g che) SS 
os | = G IsesZl o 
se | 8 |Eadlc 
ae © = fe & 

oy é ~ a ie on 








cases 


Poliomyelitis 





— 

a 

> 5 
2 

. 5 
2% a 
eai & 
e 3 
© 5 
is 9] DM 





cases 


Typhoid and 
paratyphoid 
fever cases 

Whooping cough 







































































Washington: 

RSE 1 ) es 0 3 0 6 

eS 0 a 0 2 0 1 

. sar 0 | eee | Se 0 0 
California: 

Los Angeles..._....-- 7 0 2 0 12 0 0 

Sacramento._......_. 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 

San Francisco__._---- 0 ese 0 10 0 4 

nee 42} 8} {| 1] 109] 17) 188] 197 
Corresponding week, 1946!_| 69 i; 24 | 10 142 a? ( oe 
Average 1942-46!_____.._. 72 | 39} *9]| 2193 | 2 246 | 
' 


















2} o| 0 1 

v 0 ) = 

1 8) * oe 

10} of oO} 2 

. oF 2 

3} o| 0 8 

191 o| 12| 72 
934 Of m1] 422 
376| O| 211 687 






















2 3-year average, 1944-46. 
3 5-year median, 1942-46. 






San Francisco 1. 











1 Exclusive of Oklahoma City. 


Rates (annual basis) per 100,000 population, by geographic groups, for the 87 cities 
tn the preceding table (latest available estimated population, 34,072,800) 


Dysentery, amebic.—Cases: New York 5; Chicago 1; Charleston, 8. C., 1; New Orleans 3; Los Angeles 2; 


Dysentery, bacillary—Cases: New York 2; Rochester, N. Y. 1; Chicago 1; Minneapolis 1; Baltimore 1; 
Memphis 1; New Orleans 1. 

Dysentery, unspecified.—Cases: Baltimore 10; San Antonio 2. 

Leprosy.—Cases: Tampa 2. 
Typhus fever, endemic.—Cases: Raleigh 1; Atlanta 1; Tampa 2: Mobile 1; New Orleans 1. 














































































S$ jes 2 /o8 |= g g giles ia 
é a Influenza 3 Es 3 # FA z a> : 
e, \aa J | aelzel tel § level 3 
&3 les 3 3 28 |28/)=53) -8 SU Sl we 
Zele2|21/2 = 5 Elz |2s| « looel es 
~ 7 ope a yond g 7 »| & ™ _ a — ™ = sa = ey 
a |$08' ©1213 28s |s |8 14 ang 8 
& 1223) § 1 3/3 |SeE18 |S 18 | & [Reis 
Q ics} Oo a a |e oo a D nm ie 3 
New England.............| 0.0/ 0.0] 0.0] 06.0 14 2.9 | 60.1 | 54.4 34; 0.0] 2.9 266 
Middle Atlantic. _____- .| 22 1.4 2.3 1.4 12 1.4 | 30.1 | 23.1 19 0.9 0.9 69 
East North Central.......| 3.1 1.8 1.8 1.8 19} 4.3] 18.5 | 52.3 33 | 0.0] 1.2 140 
West North Central__.__. 4.5 2.2} 2.2] 22 22 2.2 | 35.6 | 13.4 62} 0.0) 4.5 134 
South Atlantic_........__. 9.8 0.0 1.6 1.6 7 3.3 | 34.3 | 14.7 31 0.0 3.3 160 
East South Central.......| 17.7| 0.0] 0.0) 5.9 6 | 11.8 | 53.1 | 29.5 53} 0.0] 59 18 
West South Central_____- 25. 4 0.0 | 10.2 2.5 5 0.0 | 25.4 5.1 15 0.0 5.1 69 
IRS 5.0 cncenunsieeod 7.9 0.0 | 31.8 0.0 16 7.9 | 39.7 | 63.5 71 0.0 0.0 270 
RS aE 12.7 1.6 4.7 1.6 43 0.0 | 17.4 | 20.6 24 0.0 0.0 46 
S sbaalel 8 
REE ae ST 6.4} 1.2] 32] 1.7 iT 2.6 | 28.8 | 20.2 | 29 | 0.0} 1.8} 11 
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TERRITORIES AND POSSESSIONS 
Puerto Rico 


Notifiable diseases—4 weeks ended September 27, 1947.—During the 
4 weeks ended September 27, 1947, cases of certain notifiable diseases 
were reported in Puerto Rico as follows. 






































1| 
Disease Cases || Disease | Cases 
| Be AY _ - i al 
1 Chickenpox. ..........- age ESS 2 ee: {, aaa alt ieee 104 
7” EE RE Ec 32 || Tetanus___- nen ca 18 
" Dysentery, unspecified EE SES 3 || Tetanus, infantile_--- 1 
REE I et dasa 148 || Tuberculosis (ail forms) - ---- - -- 677 
0 i 101 || Typhoid fever... ._.---- 7 9 
- RES Sa a ea 842 || Typhus fever (murine) __-_-_- . 5 
8 SLES RS ot 110 |} Whooping cough------- 54 
: CO  —EEE iaiatniipadiddlalan 1 | 
2 
7 
. CANADA 
; Provinces—Communicable diseases—Week ended September 20, 
1947.—During the week ended September 20, 1947, cases of certain 
communicable diseases were reported by the Dominion Bureau of 
Statistics of Canada as follows: 
8 Ste) : 
Prince New | ; | Sas- | British 
Nova Que-| On- | Mani-| Al- = . 
Disease Edward Bruns- katch- z Colum-| Total 
Island | Scotia | “yicy | Dec | tario | toba | (yan | berta | bia | 
} | 
0 SOE, Sines —) eee 10 33 14 26 9 | 19 116 
EN RE eee ae ee | a ae 19 4 f AeA See | 1 27 
Encephalitis, infectious.._|......... BR COE BAS LIE 8 _ ¢ eE 1 25 
es eae eee OD ees ASS A eee _) RAs. 14 
TNT LRT ener} ae 12 Tarps Lele 1 Socitenal 57 
ENE RRL , Se 36 458 34 1 Ss 14 142 
Meningitis, meningococ- | 
- — Ne Gee SE ee ty Abele 1 a a 2 
REGRET Es SPEER Y eeenaas 20 63 . 9 18 | 12 134 
6 PUREED... .<abkiciidicemseccun 3 BS i 88 35 19 4 20 170 
3 NS RSS" ES 2 2 29 1 2 1 2 59 
0 Tuberculosis (all forms)_.|......... 2 16) 185 30 70 12 3 79} 397 
‘ Tr and paraty- 
0 phoid fever_........___- "ROLE SARS Sr 16 ee. SM a 10 32 
B Or ER RN sere 2 2 RR Seer iy Se 6 
’ Venereal diseases: 
0 SE SSE: 16 11] 130] 120 23 35 34 130} 499 
5 ST. Hee 9 4| 7 64 13 17 11 43 | 235 
“ LS ERT Re, AR OEE SRS Pe? Oe I a 4 4 
l Whooping cough.........|-... -_-- 5 1} 32] 109 25 10 19 19 | 220 
































GREAT BRITAIN 


England and Wales—Poliomyelitis—For the week ended Septem- 
ber 27, 1947, 474 cases of poliomyelitis (including polioencephalitis) 
were reported in England and Wales, as compared with 594 cases 
reported for the week ended September 20, 1947, making a total of 
6 666 cases revorted to date. 
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WORLD DISTRIBUTION OF CHOLERA, PLAGUE, SMALLPOX, 
TYPHUS FEVER, AND YELLOW FEVER 


From consular reports, international health organizations, medical officers of the Public Health Service 
and other sources. The reports contained in the folowing tabies must not be considered as complete or 
final as regards either the list of countries included or the figures for the particular countries for which 


reports are given. 
CHOLERA 
[C indicates cases] 
Note.—Since many of the figures in the following tables are from weekly reports, the accumulated 
totals are for approximate dates. 








| September 1947—week ended— 
iets January-| August LE Pe - i a 
Place |July 1947| 1947 | 
| 6 | 13 | @ 27 
AFRICA } | 
1 EE eee ee ee YAR Ee Pe Fe Pe eee 2 366 
Alexandria._____.__- SO SET C |. RES LR Baal oul 2] 
| Pt er NS C | Da” CRS —_ - : 214 
Ismailiya__._. ( 225 
iii coniicien neat Sibliatiesanitgnianbiahimannerenbeiathnne: oS 24 
| | | 
ASIA 
SR Se ee Da. oe Sen C | 255 hae ks l 
ES ESR eS ee Bes C | 64 Le A EP nde le 
RE IE Eee Sa Cy 3 S hacsdeeew SR Se Se ae 
China: | | | 
a PEMD ae, 4 No Di aadrel alent | 
Chekiang Province__...-. . adobe Cc} 4 23 23 | 
a C | 3 7 13 
eS SS 1 | cn i ST. 
ee ees oF 14 .| ees 
Fukien Province.............-.----------« C | 5 2 | Ne Anew Sa habais 
a RP es a -| 
SE NN ii, oninne bint eminasadednged Cc 5 9 | whe S  hraaiuth 
Hunan Province_-.----- Se 5 11 | | x 
EE EES ee eee 1 fare lh oailiak i intiniod 
Se ee eee ee +) Pee 372 | | | . | eee 
EE AER SS, fe ] ; se * 
i eR ee ee ee 





Hong Kong....__.__-___- ERS 6 rs PET IEA IG Oh 
EEE “ge cit cael ala a Ee ee Ra Cc 59, 662 fa RE Ue eee 
CCEA EE Fee dee Se EE 


to SET Se ten oe OIE aoe. ft SRE SARS) Oe ee 
I don adie eae gendanthouseesh | Care i OE, REEL RS i aiwedais 

India (French): 
SSE ra aw sot Cc | | eee ESS rel Ren! La Suisidiade 
NR RT -C| 2 yoo ESSN i aca peach. 
SS ER EE SEE Cc 32 _ RRS: EA loceotude E ababncas 

















a has been reported present in the provinces of Dakahliya, Gharbiya, Giza, Kalyubiya, Minufiya, 
and Sharkiya. 

2 For the period Sept. 22-Oct. 6; officially reported cases in which the diagnosis was confirmed. 

3 For the period Sept. 1-20, 1947. 
*Inludes imported cases. 
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PLAGUE 
|C indicates cases; D, —. 
| pestis senlae 1947—week ended— 
. . January-| August oo Sate 
Place July 1947 | 1947 . 
| 6 | 2B | o | @ 
' 
| | | 
AFRICA | 
Belted GABOR... pacceapinsencees- DE ae te Cc 112] late: acocdal locebseee 
British East Africa: 
RN ia i, as maidvonetiniaipowse Cc 46 5 | es | 
OS SS eae oe Cc a leas 
Egypt: SS AE RS SE a ee Cc 7 | G SOG OPE Ee Ree 
Mai a sae ..C 2176 10 312 
SS a eee? of Ce Sora PROSE NaCI hae 
Union of of South Africa. Cc $24 | 1 | | 
| ASIA | ) 
| nnn en ae Cc 1, 200 37 | 7 | 1 
NN er a eee Cc 2 cabeaee |. 
TEE... ;... ote tecccpebwadtiieekinbed Cc | | ae i. | -| 
EE 0 SE eee C 14 | ae en ENE Teer 
| China: | 
py EE ee 112 | & Bae |-- 
NE RS ae Cc 1 ! BEE 
Sn Sen cnn ee 618 3 eee Ys 
SRE RS A EET Cc a: Ca er aes 
Foochow --.. .--- Pi I St (  § PM eee ee ll 
pe EIS, 143 10 | 2 ae } 
pac kthiiwesdipnoccscosasiatel Cc 35 7 a mipiad 
Kiangsu Province: Shanghai... : setinatned Cc ch eRe See i 
Kwangtung Province-.- cial Glee, vata 77 oe a : 
I es oc cakathin Cc “| oem . } ©4212 |_. 
RES See SSS Ieee: c 66, 469 901 }.- oéol 
Indochina (French): 
Bp atapeyedesets cacwnes Jnikatna dame 51 23 |-. | 
Cochinchina- -. -- sierinccncinaanliaien deanna Cc 3] | 
RES SEE St SE a eae Cc 737 } 
SR OPE fas ee 22 | } | 
Manchuria__.......-..-- sce bacle an einen si F100 
; Palestine. -----..----- wncpaliih itis donttnglll Cc 19 © j.. | 
, Siam (Thailand) --__.........-.--- sone 31 (ee 3 | 
, RES es = aS | ee | | 
, eR EE Cen! .C 19 | | | 
EUROPE 
: Germany: East 2 arse 9 | 
: Portugal: Azore: IE A ee SN CS Se Sate =F 
, Turkey (see Turkey in Asia). | 
NORTH AMERICA 
Canada.” Alberta Province..................-----|.-----<--- Pree: BES rvatthcdeubial 
SOUTH AMERICA } 
Argentina: | 
ee ee ee Cc 1 costal alréel 
Santa Fe Province..........---- i scat Cc 7) eee dockeent ; 
- Brazil: 
- ee CEE are ee pe ee Cc 2 
ee ee Cc 7 ve: | 
Pevensie Btabe. - .....ccccccvccccccesce Cc *: See - 
- Ecuador: | 
° Chimborazo Province............--..-.--..- Cc ) a santa 
: SA, aCe, Cc i EST TR aS 
- Peru: | | 
. Lambayeque Department..._............- Cc 5 ee co US ae eae 
: Libertad Department__.................-- Cc } PP eee : ‘ ‘ 
- NS OS aaa ee Cc 24 2. | |-+------ 
Pine TO wince cw cccccdccecccesés Cc _ ta ee |- - 
OCEANIA a 
Hawaii Territory: Plague infected rats '?__._....- Oe aS Ae | --| ~ 
“j i | 
' Tneludes 5 cases of a plague. ‘ Imported. 
= ? Includes 50 cases of pneumonic plague. 6 For th the period July 1-Sept. 10, 1947. 
_- * For the period = a 20, 1947. 7 Includes imported cases. 
; * Includes 2 cases o pneumonic plague. 8 Period not specified. 


* During the month of June 1947, an outbreak of plague with high vmertalite occurred in Konigsburg, East 
ay Prussia, Germany. 

0 For the period July 5 to Sept. 20, 1947, 6 lots of plague infected fleas from squirrels were reported in 
Alberta and katchewan Provinces, Canada. 

" In addition 82 cases with 65 deaths in Ayabaca Province and 58 cases with 48 deaths in Huancabamba 
Province, all unconfirmed, were reported for the period September 1946 to March 1947. 

a Plague infection was also reported in Hawaii Territory as follows: On Jan. 9, 1947, in a pool of 31 rats. 
on Mar. 20, 1947, in a pool of 32 fleas collected from 59 rats. 
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SMALLPOX 
[C indicates cases; P, present} 















Place 
AFRICA 
I ad eee 
EEE A 
a SEEN 
Bechuanaland_. Se 


Belgian Congo__. eo ke oe 
British East Africa: 
tele SSL Se ea ee ae 
re Fide nsatnee be é 
SEES A aE ee Sen | 
Uganda-._----- 2 fae: 
Cameroon (French)... ----- er : é 
wed Lo atenr ee SESS: ‘ salina 































French Equatorial Africa. ...----- 
French Guinea-.-.-.....-..----- 


Ivory Coast. li a 
ee 
Libya..-- 
Mauritania - 
Morocco (French) 
Morocco (Int. Zone) -.....---- 
Morocco + ~eneeuean es 
Mozambique-.- — 
Nigeria See Soles 
Niger Territory .. SII SS 
Portuguese Guinea-. 
Rhodesia: 
Northern 
ie Sea 
Senegal - - - ; 
EE er eee : 
Sudan (Anglo-Egyptian) _........--...-- 4 
Sudan (French) re 
Swaziland___- 
Togo (F aes 
Tunisia 


SS eae 
India (Portuguese) ..-.........-- 
Indochina (French) -_--_-...--.-- 





Malay States (Federated) -- phokedy 
Manchuria. . REN RS 
Portuguese "Rae eaaaeS 
Siam (Thailand) . 
Straits Settlements_- siento EAS 
Syria__..-- SEP eS: 
Turkey (see Turkey in Europe). 






EUROPE 















aE ee 


ic dacatenaiel 
See footnotes at end of table. 


©O2QA0QG0000080008080a08o 


i wrvennenntvooeens Cee ee ASC 
SEE ILS Ba aa . o 
} serad Britain: England s and Wales. .__...---- 2 
—_ Eee Cc 

taly ERG ET EET er SS Cc 
ies ’ Cc 


Q2a00a0o 


aa 
4\24 


QAQQAQAQCAAAA AAQAAAAAAG4A00008O000oaaa¢ 





January- 
July 1 





August 
1947 








September 1947—week ended— 





a ~ 66 
eee 25 
sa | 

8 6 
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SMALLPOX—Continued 
. September 1947—week ended— 
Place January-| August en 
July 1947 1947 
* 6 13 20 27 
NORTH AMERICA 
7 CIE. i cceebtneddocnckivnnicsdunmmes Cc Sa. ee ee —P. ae 
Mexico iondane PE Boe ._C 540 184 _ } oe 
Panama (Republic) -- ae 5 CR . y SAE, Ge ee 
SOUTH AMERICA 
RIDIN. 05 occ kicne cen cwesnacawacacegscoaeses Cc 19 {ee ee a 
SS SR eet ae ee Cc 231 | Ss BES See BR ihened 
Con oe Scat ns ‘ sandal Cc 2, 620 _ ) eee BS eas TEE 
I 2s. .  eueiinmbolnonih BP So" se aE Cc 1318 | Ee A ee Me lhe 
ES EE eS aS Cc 1147 SSS bee ae Pe 1S, a 
| ti SE EE eee EATON, De cdccnenalinsineniindiivadiatied TORS 
UI oon cc eccnccncncccestocnesescccctenetes Cc 223 4.3 REEL PER We 
Venezuela... .-.-- + Se -S aticimenaamals Cc 1 2, 680 1195 180 117 133 
1 Includes alastrim. 2 For thejperiodjSept. 1-20, 1947. 3 Imported. 
TYPHUS FEVER* 
[C indicates cases; P, present] 
AFRICA 
PE Rae ee Pea Die. SEER ER ET | re ee ee 
es ian, ctaatanndaneonabnesbesoete Cc 14 5 Sa Aah 
5 ee OS ES | oe Oe, (EP AESS ERPS 
Belgian Congo -_.......--.--.--. RS WES Cc 247 24 6 5 
British East Africa: 
OE Eee ae ae Cc 6 FP Ee SE Se 
A Rs INARI Sa SR Cc A aa, era. 
DE, do anguedtincastsccoescintvostnssdnghaten Cc 88 ll 2 = 
OS ESE: SE a ae Cc 438 5 oh RN, ee aE 4 
PI i icrnitite  aoatind dave psanibaneseiencmae Cc AE ea ee ees 
y.v Um) OS ae ae Cc , CRS See Ae ee a eer 
rR ie i ar eS Cc SRS SS aS ee SA 
DN eo ccenatinhcewkdtinhiontncemninendetaie Cc 151 |) es 1 , =e 
Vote SR ea i Cc 114 J] 2 ee 4 ‘ 2 
Morocco (International Zone) ....... Seanuaiiam Cc |) See SN be Re See 
I CE i ocinesincugceccwentnedsdeaaee Cc _, aaa eee 
i | ee SO ee See ESS SF Cc co) ae eee, Sa 
3 Rhodesia, Southern_-_-.------ pmwcnideite |) ae ete Se 
a a es SOI A 2s Cc 5 Sees Eee Ee 
Sierra Leone. -. aaa Ca Cc , SRE: ESS, OO ES Re 
Tunisia ?_._- IS rs et, Cc 636 1 aes 
Union of South Africa 2. __.__- iam Cc 202 90 P P P 
ASIA 
Arabia...-. es! Mtoe ae ‘ pa aS. Cc —) SOR SR SS ee ee 
io cad, aienkdientn noicccte dato | SESE, ae ea Or Ete 
Ceylon... nadie SERS Me NG, RE, PSE. REM ier worn 
0 rs ee ee FENG ae 9S Cc 71 , Ee PR So ee RES 
India : inthis <tibeaiiasaninentnel |, ae See eee ee ee 
Indochina (French). ee a PETER Se Cc 42 ears a, ae 
ran... Ae 97 SEN EN AOS Cc 208 | EG, SE pete FS 
Iraq. . hs Cc 209 52 4 2 4 4 
IS Oe IE Cc 960 34 1 5 og 
Ra yh ST RS Cc ee 
Ie EOS Se FAT RE ey Cc AR Sie TS A Re barat 
Malay States (Federated)? hepenhaantitdenntadate Cc | ES Ge: Ey ES Ree 
Manchuria. -_.__- ee ae Cc 10 |) Saree | aa 
POG hes cine a teratbnan,sadcabes Cc 135 | Se ee Ee eee 
Straits Settlements_-......-......-.- CS GE? 2 Cc Ee CO, SE a 
i NE Et Eee Cc 28 lis 5 =e _ ates 
yet Rca ONE BOER I Cc 18 Ft SRS , SAS PER 
Turkey (see Turkey in Europe). 
EUROPE 
NSE ES CEE ES ae Cc 3 7 Of RR a eee Wee 
pT oe ~ Re a Cc 738 34 | eer eres a sees 
0 EEE SEAT eG PS ae Cc 24 2 , ee es Cee 
OS PTR Es NS Cc ELE Ve SE Ma) Se A 
SESS Se ERR HF Re Ns Cc SEA ee Be IO" 
Great Britain: Malta and Gozo !____.......... Cc 7 | EN? Sree ae Se 
rs00/"....coipstthivkacesedmenehenbibosdinetenn Cc 165 57 14 21 18 18 
Hungary SREP SORES RA SL. = Cc 563 . 4 OER eee 
RS PLS I EIS POE LSS Cc | TS ee Pa ee ee 
| EE RRR" otek ‘eceaitiRaeadien «client Cc SS SPS RS 
Ne stherlands Se SE ee Cc y =e ES, Se LE x 
| RRR ATES Pe Se PL ae te ee Cc 397 18 9 2h ER ORES Se 
‘ RE es Ce Cc yf SE ES SRS RS on 
RUMOR, 56 bdocc oes cckgcusentdnwssusecepnberes Cc 8 4 RE Ee SR ee Cee 
RR CRS RO eh TEES Cc 1) RENE ee CO AR" 
Pa ReMNE Ss. Sahai citennsclsesneuentiteneennil Cc REE tents Pt Gt RTE Ra 
NINE Ol deedodannebabinaguanneibinaicte 8) 424 37 9 8 5 8 
TURN ihie dh ndnosnpniteddtecsipenastenads C 152 15 9 REE SEE CE 
See footnotes at end of table. 
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TYPHUS FEVER—Continuea 


























September 1947—week ended— 
Place January-| August 
July 1947 1947 
6 13 20 27 
NORTH AMERICA 
A Sic ctbbciincdctecccuunssbbbateracced Cc EE 1 RR 
NE ESS FR a Te ile SRE Ie Cc 4 RES $ 
CS SET ES 6 ee ee Cc pb eS Sane = 
SA GE IE A ET CY ee See Cc 29 8 a SE é 
Fa Ee EE i a a rae Cc 1, 214 fy RAEN RE Se ae 
Tg 7 ae ee Cc 10 yp Oe GE MAS ve Lek 
Pememe (Republic)... .....-...........-....... Cc 417 YS: BRRER, See ch 
i ES ae AL EET par 9 Cc 30 6 1 4 
SOUTH AMERICA 
ER Si ie a ee. Cc 13 fe RRS Se ete he 
SG So adie five EA Se Ee SR Cc 5  g RRR SS Oak re |-- 
a A irl aang Cc 9 a ES: SA Eee ed 
ah SE LIE EES PE I all eee a Cc 1, 265 ae --|--- 
a ele > Eee rasee Shree wt = 
Ecuador ?. aA TRs  ae Cc 315 > ee at 
IE eS PSE Toe = The Cc _ 4 SEE ee Wee all i |-- 
end cntannpniiionkng<scalinnantutiiin Cc eee RAM a: hh ee 
OCEANIA 
I intimin bancrninowsienindcesyabacetn Cc 88  . a oe tm Ty 
eT ea ae Sa Cc 21 5 | }, eee aS 
| | | 














* Reports from some areas are probably murine type, while others probably included both murine and 


louse-borne types. 
1 Murine type. 
2 Includes murine type. 





3 Imported. 


4 Includes imported cases. 


YELLOW FEVER 
IC indicates cases; D, deaths] 





| | 
AFRICA | 
| 
Sudan (French): Bamako.! | | 
| 
SOUTH AMERICA | | 
Colombia: | 
Antioquia Department _-----...........--- Cc 23 5 | Eee Lice otted ee aes ae 
Boyaca Department___..............----- D 1 SS ES SSeS SE asienl 
SS” 8 ETE LEE OA D | ees 8 
Cundinamarca Department_......_______- D } EA Kran sata Se eee 
GS eee D © [weccenns | Bh. comttachmeaaandiaadiake 
North Santander Department - he 8 eres | Sf xeon, BOWE > Sire 
Santander Department. -...............-- D 27 | Ss ERE TA CORRES RE 
Demme Deparment. -.................... D  EEEEES, REET EME MSE 5 
Peru: Huanuco Department__-___..........--- D _ | ee NEOSS Bees 
| 








1 For the week ended October 4, 1947, 1 fatal case of yellow fever was reported in Bamako, French Sudan. 


2 Includes 1 fatal case. 


3 Deaths. 


x 











op 6 & & 


ames 


nd 





FEDERAL SECURITY AGENCY 


Unrrep States Pusrtic HEALTH SERVICE 
Tuomas Parran, Surgeon General 


DIVISION OF PUBLIC HEALTH METHODS 
G. Sr. J. Penrort, Chief of Division 











The Pusiic Hearts Reports, first published in 1878 under authority of an 
act of Congress of April 29 of that year, is issued weekly by the United States 
Public Health Service through the Division of Public Health Methods, pursuant 
to the following authority of law: United States Code, title 42, sections 241, 245, 
247; title 44, section 220. 

It contains (1) current information regarding the incidence and geographic 
distribution of communicable diseases in the United States, insofar as data are 
obtainable, and of cholera, plague, smallpox, typhus fever, yellow fever, and other 
important communicable diseases throughout the world; (2) articles relating to 
the cause, prevention, and control of disease; (3) other pertinent information 
regarding sanitation and the conservation of the public health. 

The Pusiic Heats Reports is published primarily for distribution, in accord- 
ance with the law, to health officers, members of boards or departments of health, 
and other persons directly or indirectly engaged in public health work. Articles 
of special interest are issued as reprints or as supplements, in which forms they 
are made available for more economical and general distribution. 

Requests for and communications regarding the Pustic Heatran Reports, 
reprints, or supplements should be addressed to the Surgeon General, United 
States Public Health Service, Washington 25, D. C. Subscribers should remit 
direct to the Superintendent of Documents, Washington 25, D. C. 

Librarians and others should preserve their copies for binding, as the Public 
Health Service is unable to supply the general demand for bound copies. Indexes 
will be supplied upon request. 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE, WASHINGTON, D.C. : 1947 
For sale by the Superintendent of Documents, United States Government Printing Office Washington 25, D.C. 
Price 10 cents. Subscription price $4.00 a year. 


; 


"“ 








